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APPROVAL FORM FOR

DEGREE PROGRAMS

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY

NOTE: This form is a cover sheet that must accompany the degree program change proposal. The actual proposal
should be prepared in accordance with format requirements provided in the Guide and Format for Curriculum Proposals
published by the UCCC. Both cover sheet and proposal should be submitted to UCCC Mail Stop 9702 (281 Garner
Hall), Phone: 325-9410.

Forest Resources ;. arment:
Jeanie McNeel i stop: 3820 g a1 jAM52.msstate.edu
Modification El Date Initiated:05/01/2025

College Sustainable Bioproducts

Contact Person:

Nature of Change:

Current Degree (BS, MS, etc.): MS
Sustainable Bioproducts

n/a

Current Major:

Current Concentration(s):

Current Campus(es): |[]| Starkville Meridian Distance Gulf Coast*

*Gulf Coast campus for Bagley College of Engineering only

M S Effective Date:
New Degree (BS, MS, etc.): Semester Year
Fall 2025 [+]
P H **Any new program or modification desiring a starting
SUStaI nable BIOprOdUCtS semester other than fall must include a justification

Proposed Major:

Proposed Campus(es)

/a [O] Starkville

Proposed Concentration(s): n [1 Meridian

] Distance
[] Gulf Coast*

*Gulf Coast campus for Bagley College of Engineering only

Summary of Proposed Changes:

This degree modification is being requested to change the "required courses" to include:

SBP 8111 Research Seminar | as a part of the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework.

SBP 8121 Research Seminar Il as a part of the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework.

SBP 8013 Advanced Wood Science as a part of the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework (Exemption — SBP
Curriculum Committee may waive the requirement if petitioned by the graduate advisor based on the student’s previous
graduate coursework).





Approved:

Rubin Shmulsky 5i 225 2 e ssor 0500°

Department Head

Director of Academic Quality

Dr. Robert I, Distaly sioned by or. Robert

Date:

04/28/25

Date: 2025.04.30 10:47:07
Grala ok
Chair, College or School Curriculum Committee

Digitally signed by L. Wes
L. Wes B

Date: 2025.04.30 10:57:24
Burger 0500

04/30/2025

Dean of College or School

4/30/2025

Chair, University Committee on Courses and Curricula

Chair, Graduate Council (if applicable)

Chair, Deans Council

FOR OIRE USE ONLY

] Substantive Change to SACSCOC

[ Notification to SACSCOC
[J No significant departure
OIRE Representative Initials






GRADUATE DEGREE MODIFICATION OUTLINE FORM

Use the chart below to make modifications to an existing Graduate Degree. All deleted courses and information
should be shown in ##a/ics and all new courses and information in bold. Please include the course prefix,
number, and title in both columns. Expand rows as needed.

CURRENT Degree Description

PROPOSED Degree Description

Degree: Master of Science, Thesis Option
Major: Sustainable Bioproducts, Campus 1
Concentrations: n/a

Degree: Master of Science, Thesis Option
Major: Sustainable Bioproducts, Campus 1
Concentrations: n/a

The Sustainable Bioproducts field is concerned with
extending our knowledge of wood as a material and
applying this knowledge to the manufacture of useful
products. It requires knowledge of the chemical,
physical, botanical, and engineering characteristics of
wood and other biomaterials, and the application of
these characteristics to production of solid and
engineered wood products in related industries. The
M.S. thesis-option program requires 24 hours of
academic coursework, 6 hours of research/thesis credit,
and a defense of the student’s written thesis before his
or her graduate committee. The M.S. non-thesis
Campus 1 program requires 30 hours of academic
coursework and a comprehensive examination. The
M.S. non-thesis Campus 5 program also requires 30
hours of academic course work (24 hours of academic
coursework, 3 hours of professional practices
instruction, 3 hours of capstone/final project) and a
comprehensive examination.

n/a n/a

CURRENT CURRICULUM OUTLINE Raqouu':gd PROPOSED CURRICULUM OUTLINE Rquouu':SEd

College Required Courses College Required Courses

8000-level coursework 12 8000-level coursework 12
Which must include:
SBP 8111 Research Seminar | 1 hour
SBP 8121 Research Seminar 11 1 hour
SBP 8013 Adv Wood Science & 3 hours
Technology (exemption — SBP
Curriculum Committee may waive the
requirement if petitioned by the graduate
advisor based on the student’s previous
graduate coursework)

Major Required Courses Major Required Courses

SBP 8111 Research Seminar | 1 hour SBP 9000 Research in SBP 6 hours

SBP 8121 Research Seminar Il 1 hour

SBP 8000 Research/Thesis 6 hours Graduate-level electives 12 hours
(See approved list of electives)
SBP 8013 Advanced Wood Science & Tech

Graduate-level electives 10 hours

SBP 6013 Wood Anatomy Graduate-level courses from other MSU

SBP 6023 Lignocellulosic Biomass Chem. Departments as approved by the students'

SBP 6113 Adhesives and Composites graduate committee (specified on SBP

SBP 6123 Lumber Manufacturing Program of Study form)






SBP 6133 Biorefinery Processes

SBP 6153 Biomass Products
Manufacturing

SBP 6213 Deterioration and Preservation
of Biomaterials

SBP 6243 Sustainable Bioproducts
SBP 6253 Quantitative Methods in SBP
SBP 6263 Furniture Design and
Fabrication

SBP 6313 Bioproducts and the
Environment

SBP 6353 Forest Products Marketing
SBP 8013 Advanced Wood Science &
Tech

SBP 8123 Advanced Lignocellulosic
Chem.

SBP 8133 Environ Issues in SBP

SBP 8143 Standards for Testing
Sustainable Materials

SBP 8213 Advanced Wood Mechanics

Graduate-level courses from other MSU
Departments as approved by the students
graduate committee (Program of Study)

SBP 7000 Direct Individual Study (no
more than 6 hours total; may be used to
meet 8000-level course requirements)

SBP 7000 Direct Individual Study (no more
than 6 hours total; may be used to meet
8000-level course requirements)

Concentration 1. Courses

Concentration 2. Courses

Total Hours

30

Total Hours

30






Sustainable Bioproducts Program Modification

Description and Justification

The Sustainable Bioproducts (SB) Master of Science (MS) Thesis Degree’s last modification was approved
by MSU and IHL in year 2020.

With the full implementation of Degree Works in Fall of 2024, SBP 8111 and SBP 8121 are NOT counted
as a part of the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework. This requested modification includes:

e Asrequired courses, both SBP 8111 and SBP 8121 should be counted in the 12 required hours of
8000-level coursework.

In the Fall of 2023, the Society of Wood Science and Technology Accreditation Team conducted an on-
site review of the SB Bachelors and MS programs. The Team recommended “that MSU submit
documentation that all MS students receive a broad exposure to renewable materials (wood science
fundamentals), for example through requiring SBP 8013 of all students.” This requested modification
includes:

e SBP 8013 be a required course (exemption — SBP Curriculum Committee may waive the
requirement if petitioned by the graduate advisor based on the student’s previous graduate
coursework); and

e SBP 8013 should be counted in the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework.





UNIVERSITY. SUSTAINABLE BIOPRODUCTS
P. O. Box 9820

Mississippi State, MS 39762

P. 662.325.2116

bioproducts.msstate.edu

PSTATEN ‘ MISSISSIPPI STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Letter of Support for Modification of Existing Sustainable Bioproducts
Master of Science Thesis Degree

Contact person: Jeanie McNeel, 662-325-2119, jam52@msstate.edu
Justification for request:

The Sustainable Bioproducts (SB) Master of Science (MS) Thesis Degree’s last modification was
approved by MSU and IHL in year 2020.

With the full implementation of Degree Works in Fall of 2024, SBP 8111 and SBP 8121 are NOT
counted as a part of the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework. This requested
modification includes:

As required courses, both SBP 8111 and SBP 8121 should be counted in the 12 required
hours of 8000-level coursework.

In the Fall of 2023, the Society of Wood Science and Technology Accreditation Team conducted
an on-site review of the SB Bachelors and MS programs. The Team recommended “that MSU
submit documentation that all MS students receive a broad exposure to renewable materials
(wood science fundamentals), for example through requiring SBP 8013 of all students.” This
requested modification includes:

SBP 8013 be a required course (exemption — SBP Curriculum Committee may waive the
requirement if petitioned by the graduate advisor based on the student’s previous
graduate coursework); and

SBP 8013 should be counted in the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework.

Effective Date: Fall 2025
Effect on other courses and programs: None

The undersigned Curriculum Committee members of SB are supportive of this modification of
the existing SB Master of Science Thesis Degree.

. 412812025

Frank Owens Dat
Beth Stokes Date: 4/28/25
Jason Street Date: 4/28/25

College of Forest Resources m Forest and Wildlife Research Center m MSU Extension Service
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		College: Forest Resources

		Department: Sustainable Bioproducts

		Contact Person: Jeanie McNeel

		Mail Stop: 9820

		Email: jam52.msstate.edu

		Date Initiated: 05/01/2025

		Current Degree Program Name: MS

		Current Major: Sustainable Bioproducts

		Current Concentration: n/a

		New Degree Program Name: MS

		New Major: Sustainable Bioproducts

		New Concentration: n/a

		Semester: [Fall]

		Year: [2025]

		Summary of Proposed Changes: This degree modification is being requested to change the "required courses" to include:
SBP 8111 Research Seminar I as a part of the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework. 
SBP 8121 Research Seminar II as a part of the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework. 
SBP 8013 Advanced Wood Science as a part of the 12 required hours of 8000-level coursework (Exemption – SBP Curriculum Committee may waive the requirement if petitioned by the graduate advisor based on the student’s previous graduate coursework).


		Nature of Change: [Modification]

		Starkville: Yes

		Meridian: Off

		Distance: Off

		Gulf Coast: Off

		Starkville New: Yes

		Meridian New: Off

		Distance New: Off

		Gulf Coast New: Off

		Date: 4/28/2025

		Date_2: 4/28/25
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ADDENDUM TO AGENDA
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON COURSES AND CURRICULA

May 7, 2025

1. Welcome

2. Approval of minutes

3. Discussion of Bylaws

4. Course proposals by college/school
ARTS AND SCIENCES
Addition BIO 4263 Wetland Plants and Sustainability
Addition MA 4333/6333 | Statistics in Finance
+Distance
Addition ST 4333/6333 | Statistics in Finance
+Distance
Ad(.j't'on ST 8223 Statistical Models for Option Pricing
+Distance
EDUCATION
Mo_dlflcatlon COE 8173 Counseling Gifted Students
+Distance
FOREST RESOURCES
Addition NREC 4333/6333 | Ecological Risk Assessment and Chemical Regulation
Addition WFA 8232 Ecology of Large Rivers and their Floodplains

INTEGRATIVE STUDIES

| Addition

| TOUR 2613

\ Work Experience in Foundational Tourism Internship

5. Degree proposals by college/school

FOREST RESOURCES

| Modification

| Ms

| Sustainable Bioproducts




https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/10244/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/10335/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/10175/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/10255/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/2184/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/10237/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/10339/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/10344/index.html&step=tcadiff



