
 

 

 

 

 

A MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

 

DATE:   April 13, 2021 

TO:  UCCC Members 

FROM:  Dr. Dana Pomykal Franz, Chair 

SUBJECT: UCCC Meeting on Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

The agenda and proposals for the meeting on Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. are enclosed.  The 
meeting will be held by WebEx.  Please contact the UCCC Office if you are unable to participate. 

The link for WebEx will be sent to you in a separate email. 

Thank you. 

Enclosures:  Course/Curriculum Proposals 

 



 
 

AGENDA 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON COURSES AND CURRICULA 

April 21, 2021 
 

1. Welcome 
2. Approval of minutes 
3. Course proposals by college/school 

 
 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

Addition 
+Meridian 
+Online/Distance 

PLA 2220 Prior Learning Assessment I 

Addition 
+Meridian 
+Online/Distance 

PLA 3220 Prior Learning Assessment II 

 
AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES  
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

ABE 6163 (split level 
with ABE 41463) 

Machinery Management for Agro-Ecosystems 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

ABE 6263 (split level 
with ABE 4263) 

Soil and Water Management 

+Online/Distance ABE 6383 (split level 
with ABE 4383) 

Building Construction 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

ABE 6473 (split level 
with ABE 4473) 

Electrical Applications for Agriculture 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

ADS 4333/6333 Equine Exercise Physiology (tabled at March 5, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance AELC 3333 Professional Presentations in Agriculture and Life Sciences 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

AELC 3423 Graphic Design in Agriculture and Life Sciences 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

AELC 8693 Philosophical Foundations of Agricultural and Extension 
Education 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

AELC 8833 Instrumentation and Data Collection Procedures in Social 
Science Research 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

AELC 8853 Statistics for Social and Life Sciences in Agriculture 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

AELC 9103 Applied Multivariate Data Analysis in AEE 

Addition BCH 8663 Proteome and Proteomics 
+Online/Distance FDM 3573 Historic Costume (tabled at March 5, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance FDM 4583/6583 Fashion Entrepreneurship 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

FNH 3123 Foundations of Rural Health (tabled at March 5, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance FNH 8273 Advanced Clinical Nutrition 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

PO 8043 Poultry Nutrition (Vitamins and Minerals) 

+Online/Distance PSS 1313 Plant Science 
 
 
 



ART AND SCIENCES  
+Online/Distance BIO 3004 Human Anatomy 
Addition BIO 4243/6243 Plant Molecular Biology 
+Online/Distance BIO 4514/6514 Animal Physiology (tabled at March 19, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance CH 4523/6523 Organic Chemistry II 
Addition CH 4911/6911 Practical Chemical Laboratory Instruction I 
Addition CH 8101 Current Problems in Chemistry 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

CO 8353 Seminar in Digital Media 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

CO 8393 Media Law for Leaders and Organizations 

+Online/Distance CRM 3313 Deviant Behavior 
Addition EN 4133 Feminist Theories 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

FLF 8103 Seminar in the French Novel of the 20th Century 

+Online/Distance FLL 1113 Latin I 
+Online/Distance FLL 1123 Latin II 
Addition FLR 3153 Russian V 
Addition GA 8103 College Teaching Practicum (tabled at March 5, 2021 meeting) 

Addition GS 1303 Introduction to Social Justice Studies 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

GS 3343 Gender, Crime, and Justice 

Addition GS 4133 Feminist Theories 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

MA 2924 Introduction to Modern Scientific Computing 

+Online/Distance MA 3513 History of Mathematics 
+Online/Distance MA 4373/6373 Introduction to Partial Differential Equations 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

MA 6150  (split level 
with MA 4150) 

Mathematical Foundations of Machine Learning 

+Online/Distance MA 6573  (split level 
with MA 4573) 

Introduction to Mathematical Statistics II 

+Online/Distance MA 8253 Operational Mathematics 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

MA 8273 Special Functions 

+Online/Distance MA 8323 Ordinary Differential Equations II 
Modification MS 1112 Introduction to the Army 
Modification MS 1122 Foundations of Leadership 
Modification MS 2113 Leadership and Ethics 
Modification MS 2123 Army Doctrine and Decision Making 
Modification  MS 3114 Training Management and Warfighting Functions 
Modification MS 3124 Applied Leadership in Small Unit Operations 
Modification MS 4114 The Army Officer 
Modification MS 4124 Company Grade Leadership 
+Online/Distance PS 4303/6303 U.S. Foreign Policy 
+Online/Distance PS 4343/6343 International Conflict and Security 
+Online/Distance PS 4363/6363 International Peacekeeping and Post-Conflict Nation 
+Online/Distance PS 4373/6373 International Terrorism 
+Online/Distance PS 4383/6383 National Security Policy 



Addition PSY 8623 Advanced Social and Developmental Psychology 
Addition PSY 8643 Psycholinguistics 
Addition PSY 8663 Individual Differences in Cognition 
Addition PSY 8673 Models of Cognition Seminar 
Modification PSY 8743 Perception and Attention 
Modification PSY 8753 Advanced Human Memory 
Modification PSY 8763 Expertise and Cognitive Skill Acquisition 
Modification PSY 8773 Computational Cognitive Neuroscience 
Addition SO 1303 Introduction to Social Justice Studies 
Addition SO 4133 Feminist Theories 
+Online/Distance ST 6213 (split level 

with ST 4213) 
Nonparametric Methods 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

ST 8080 Directed Project in Data Science 

+Online/Distance ST 8253 Regression Analysis 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

ST 8913 Smoothing Methods in Statistics 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

ST 8923 Time Series 

 
BUSINESS 
+Online/Distance ACC 3203 Financial Statement Analysis 
+Online/Distance BIS 1523 Web Development I (tabled at March 5, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance BIS 2523 Web Development II (tabled at March 5, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance BIS 4113/6113 Business Information Systems Security Management  
+Online/Distance BIS 4513/6513 Microcomputers and Networks 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

MGT 3713 Family Busines Management 

 
EDUCATION 
+Online/Distance COE 4023/6023 Introduction to Counseling (tabled at January 22, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance COE 4353/6353 Assistive Technology in the Rehabilitation Process (tabled 
at January 22, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance COE 8013 Counseling Skills Development (tabled at January 22, 2021 
meeting) 

+Online/Distance COE 8043 Group Techniques and Procedures (tabled at January 22, 2021 
meeting) 

+Online/Distance COE 8053 Practicum (tabled at January 22, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance COE 8303 Family Counseling Theory (tabled at January 22, 2021 meeting) 
+Online/Distance COE 8623 Advanced and Ethical Issues in Counseling (tabled at January 

22, 2021 meeting) 
+Online/Distance COE 8703 Principles of Clinical Mental Health Counseling (tabled at 

January 22, 2021 meeting) 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDA 8483 Survey Research 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDA 8493 Action Research 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDA 8563 Program Evaluation 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDA 8623 Doctoral Capstone 1 



Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDA 8633 Doctoral Capstone 2 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDA 8643 Doctoral Capstone 3 
+Online/Distance EDE 8733 Teaching Physical, Life, and Earth Science in the Elementary 

and Middle School Classroom 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

EDE 8763 Elementary and Middle Level Mathematics Education 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

EDF 9473 Qualitative Data Analysis and Presentation in Education 

+Online/Distance EDL 8313 Assessing Content Knowledge for Teacher Leadership 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDS 4503/6503 Issues, History and Rationale of Science Education (was 
tabled at March 19, 2021 meeting) 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDS 4513/6513 Informal Science Instruction (was tabled at March 19, 2021 
meeting) 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDS 4523/6523 Teaching Scientific Inquiry (was tabled at March 19, 2021 
meeting) 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EDS 4533/6533 Teaching Science with Virtual Reality (was tabled at March 19, 
2021 meeting) 

+ Online/Distance EP 2013 Fundamentals of Kinesiology 
+Online/Distance EP 3643 Applied Anatomy and Pathophysiology 
+Online/Distance EP 4133 Exercise Programs for Clinical Populations 
+Online/Distance EP 4143 Aging and Disability 
+Online/Distance EP 4183 Exercise and Weight Control 
+Online/Distance EP 4603 Physical Activity Epidemiology 
Addition 
+Online/Distance 

EPY 8390 Applied Behavior Analysis Practicum 

Addition 
+Gen Ed 
+Online/Distance 

MU 2173 Women in Music 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

MUE 4873 Managing the Music Education Classroom 

+Online/Distance PE 1000 Play, Fitness & Physical Activity 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

PE 1091 Contemporary Dance 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

PE 1243 Methods of Teaching Games and Sports 

+Online/Distance PE 1253 Methods of Teaching Lifetime Activities 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

PE 1263 Methods of Teaching Rhythms 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

PE 1323 History and Appreciation of Dance 

+Online/Distance PE 3033 Basketball and Football Officials 
+Online/Distance PE 3153 Methods of Elementary Physical Education 
+Online/Distance PE 3533 Coaching Sports 
+Online/Distance PE 4283 Sport Biomechanics 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

PE 4853 Motor Learning and Skill Analysis 

+Online/Distance PE 4883 School Health Education 
+Online/Distance SS 2003 Foundations of Sport Industry 
+Online/Distance SS 3203 Sport Law 
+Online/Distance SS 3603 Program Planning in Sport and Recreation 



+Online/Distance SS 4103 Ethics in Sport Management 
+Online/Distance SS 4203 Funding of Sport 
+Online/Distance SS 4303/6303 Globalization & Sport 
+Online/Distance SS 4396 Sports Studies Internship 
+Online/Distance SS 8833 Event and Facility Management 
 
ENGINEERING 
+Online/Distance CHE 3203 Fluid Flow Operations 
+Online/Distance CHE 3213 Heat Transfer Operations (tabled at March 19, 2021 meeting) 

+Online/Distance CHE 4113/6113 Chemical Reactor Design 
+Online/Distance CHE 4423/6423 Fundamentals of Industrial Corrosion 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 
+Gulf Coast 

ECE 3141 Circuits I Lab 

Modification 
+Online Distance 
+Gulf Coast 

ECE 3143 Circuits I 

Modification 
+Online Distance 
+Gulf Coast 

ECE 3153 Circuits II 

Modification 
+Online Distance 
+Gulf Coast 

ECE 3244 Electronics I 

Modification 
+Online Distance 
+Gulf Coast 

ECE 3253 Electronics II 

Modification 
+Online Distance 
+Gulf Coast 

ECE 4512 Capstone Design I 

Modification ECE 4522 Capstone Design II 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

ECE 4724/6724 Embedded Systems 

+Online/Distance EM 3413 Vibrations 
+Online/Distance ME 4443/6443 Mechanical Systems Design 
 
FOREST RESOURCES 
Modification CFR 1001 First Year Seminar 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

FO 6123 (split level 
with FO 4123) 

Forest Ecology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Degree proposals by college/school 
 
AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES 
Modification PhD Agricultural Science/Agricultural and Extension Education 
Modification BS Agricultural Education, Leadership, and 

Communication/Agricultural Education, Agricultural Leadership, 
Agricultural Communication 

Modification MS Agricultural Extension Education/Community and Extension 
Education, Teaching and Learning, Teacher Licensure 

Modification 
+Distance 

Minor Environment and Sustainability  

Modification 
+Distance 

Certificate Environment and Sustainability 

Modification MAG  Agriculture/Animal and Dairy  
Modification  MS Agriculture/Animal Science 
 
ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Modification Minor African American Studies 
Modification Minor Organizational Leader Development 
 
BUSINESS 
Modification BACC Accounting 
 
EDUCATION 
Modification  BS  Special Education 
Modification  BS Elementary Education/Early Childhood & Middle School (tabled 

at March 19, 2021 meeting) 
Modification Ed.D. Educational Leadership 
 

ENGINEERING 
Modification PhD Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Modification PhD Biological Engineering 
 

 















































































































TO:  Dr. Dana Franz 
Chair, University Committee on Courses and Curricula 

FROM:  Dr. Scott T. Willard, Interim Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 

RE: Approval of Modifications to the interdisciplinary Environment and Sustainability (ENS) 
Certificate and the ENS Minor 

DATE: ______3/15/2021_______________________ 

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences approves the following: 

Modifications to the ENS Certificate: 

1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Certificate. 

2. Drop the Practicum (ENS 4102) as required and add the lab (ENS 2101), which 
changes the total required hours from 17 to 16. 

3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding new 
course offerings. 

4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or 
added to the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

Modifications to the ENS Minor: 

1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Minor. 

2. Remove the requirement to take the Practicum (ENS 4102) and provide the option of 
taking either the lab (ENS 2101) or the Practicum (ENS 4102), which changes the 
total required hours from 17 to 16 if the student chooses the lab. Giving students this 
option will allow distance students to complete the minor if they choose this option. 

3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding new 
course offerings. 

4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or 
added to the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

 

Sincerely, 

 













COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Office of the Dean 

P.O. Box 5288 
114 McCool Hall 

Mississippi State, MS 39762 

P. 662.325.2580 
F. 662.325.2410 

www.business.msstate.edu 

 

 
      
March 15, 2021 
 
TO:  Dr. Dana Franz 
  Chair, UCCC 
 
FROM:  Kevin Rogers 
  Associate Dean, College of Business 
 
RE: Approval of Modifications to the interdisciplinary Environment and Sustainability (ENS) 
Certificate and the ENS Minor 
 
The College of Business supports the following: 

Modifications to the ENS Certificate: 

1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Certificate. 
2. Drop the Practicum (ENS 4102) as required and add the lab (ENS 2101), which 

changes the total required hours from 17 to 16. 
3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding 

new course offerings. 
4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or 

added to the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  
Modifications to the ENS Minor: 

1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Minor. 
2. Remove the requirement to take the Practicum (ENS 4102) and provide the option 

of taking either the lab (ENS 2101) or the Practicum (ENS 4102), which changes the 
total required hours from 17 to 16 if the student chooses the lab. Giving students 
this option will allow distance students to complete the minor if they choose this 
option. 

3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding 
new course offerings. 

4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or 
added to the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Rogers 
Associate Dean and Professor 
College of Business 
 





  

 
 
 
March 18, 2021 
 
Heather R. Jordan 
Chair, Arts & Sciences College Curriculum Committee 
 
Dr. Dana Franz 
Chair, University Committee on Courses and Curricula 
 
RE: Letter of Support for Approval of Modifications to the interdisciplinary Environment and 
Sustainability (ENS) Certificate and the ENS Minor 
 
Dear Dr. Franz: 
 
The College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee considered the ENS minor and 
certificate modifications.  Some suggestions were made during the review that you may wish to 
consider. For example, the 16-hour requirement seemed lower than in some other programs.  
Also, it may be beneficial to choose at least one foundation course in each category as a 
recommended starting point for students, and then give students the option of choosing at least 1 
elective from each category as well. Additionally, the Department of Geosciences recommended 
removing GR 4603 Climatology because it is not taught regularly and replacing it with GG 4503 
Geomorphology.  Ultimately, these points were considered very minor and would not prevent us 
from supporting your proposed changes.  
 
Therefore, with only minor concerns, we support the following modifications that you proposed 
for the ENS certificate:   

 
1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Certificate. 
2. Drop the Practicum (ENS 4102) as required and add the lab (ENS 2101), which changes 

the total required hours from 17 to 16. 
3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding new 

course offerings. 
4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or added to 

the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

and the following modifications to the ENS Minor: 
1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Minor. 
2. Remove the requirement to take the Practicum (ENS 4102) and provide the option of 

taking either the lab (ENS 2101) or the Practicum (ENS 4102), which changes the total 
required hours from 17 to 16 if the student chooses the lab. Giving students this option 
will allow distance students to complete the minor if they choose this option. 

3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding new 
course offerings. 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or added to 
the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

 
Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this letter of support. 

 
Sincerely: 

 
Heather R. Jordan 
Associate Professor 
Mississippi State University 
Department of Biological Sciences 
Chair, Arts & Sciences College Curriculum Committee 
jordan@biology.msstate.edu 
Signed on behalf of the committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















































TO:  Dr. Dana Franz 
Chair, University Committee on Courses and Curricula 

FROM:  Dr. Scott T. Willard, Interim Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 

RE: Approval of Modifications to the interdisciplinary Environment and Sustainability (ENS) 
Certificate and the ENS Minor 

DATE: ______3/15/2021_______________________ 

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences approves the following: 

Modifications to the ENS Certificate: 

1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Certificate. 

2. Drop the Practicum (ENS 4102) as required and add the lab (ENS 2101), which 
changes the total required hours from 17 to 16. 

3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding new 
course offerings. 

4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or 
added to the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

Modifications to the ENS Minor: 

1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Minor. 

2. Remove the requirement to take the Practicum (ENS 4102) and provide the option of 
taking either the lab (ENS 2101) or the Practicum (ENS 4102), which changes the 
total required hours from 17 to 16 if the student chooses the lab. Giving students this 
option will allow distance students to complete the minor if they choose this option. 

3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding new 
course offerings. 

4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or 
added to the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

 

Sincerely, 

 













COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Office of the Dean 

P.O. Box 5288 
114 McCool Hall 

Mississippi State, MS 39762 

P. 662.325.2580 
F. 662.325.2410 

www.business.msstate.edu 

 

 
      
March 15, 2021 
 
TO:  Dr. Dana Franz 
  Chair, UCCC 
 
FROM:  Kevin Rogers 
  Associate Dean, College of Business 
 
RE: Approval of Modifications to the interdisciplinary Environment and Sustainability (ENS) 
Certificate and the ENS Minor 
 
The College of Business supports the following: 

Modifications to the ENS Certificate: 

1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Certificate. 
2. Drop the Practicum (ENS 4102) as required and add the lab (ENS 2101), which 

changes the total required hours from 17 to 16. 
3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding 

new course offerings. 
4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or 

added to the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  
Modifications to the ENS Minor: 

1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Minor. 
2. Remove the requirement to take the Practicum (ENS 4102) and provide the option 

of taking either the lab (ENS 2101) or the Practicum (ENS 4102), which changes the 
total required hours from 17 to 16 if the student chooses the lab. Giving students 
this option will allow distance students to complete the minor if they choose this 
option. 

3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding 
new course offerings. 

4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or 
added to the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

Sincerely, 

 
Kevin Rogers 
Associate Dean and Professor 
College of Business 
 





  

 
 
 
March 18, 2021 
 
Heather R. Jordan 
Chair, Arts & Sciences College Curriculum Committee 
 
Dr. Dana Franz 
Chair, University Committee on Courses and Curricula 
 
RE: Letter of Support for Approval of Modifications to the interdisciplinary Environment and 
Sustainability (ENS) Certificate and the ENS Minor 
 
Dear Dr. Franz: 
 
The College of Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee considered the ENS minor and 
certificate modifications.  Some suggestions were made during the review that you may wish to 
consider. For example, the 16-hour requirement seemed lower than in some other programs.  
Also, it may be beneficial to choose at least one foundation course in each category as a 
recommended starting point for students, and then give students the option of choosing at least 1 
elective from each category as well. Additionally, the Department of Geosciences recommended 
removing GR 4603 Climatology because it is not taught regularly and replacing it with GG 4503 
Geomorphology.  Ultimately, these points were considered very minor and would not prevent us 
from supporting your proposed changes.  
 
Therefore, with only minor concerns, we support the following modifications that you proposed 
for the ENS certificate:   

 
1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Certificate. 
2. Drop the Practicum (ENS 4102) as required and add the lab (ENS 2101), which changes 

the total required hours from 17 to 16. 
3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding new 

course offerings. 
4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or added to 

the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

and the following modifications to the ENS Minor: 
1. Add Distance Education (Campus 5) to the ENS Minor. 
2. Remove the requirement to take the Practicum (ENS 4102) and provide the option of 

taking either the lab (ENS 2101) or the Practicum (ENS 4102), which changes the total 
required hours from 17 to 16 if the student chooses the lab. Giving students this option 
will allow distance students to complete the minor if they choose this option. 

3. Update the list of approved electives, deleting those no longer offered and adding new 
course offerings. 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Add language to the Curriculum Outline stating that courses may be removed or added to 
the list of electives pending approval of the ENS Advisory Committee.  

 
Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this letter of support. 

 
Sincerely: 

 
Heather R. Jordan 
Associate Professor 
Mississippi State University 
Department of Biological Sciences 
Chair, Arts & Sciences College Curriculum Committee 
jordan@biology.msstate.edu 
Signed on behalf of the committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 















































       APPROVAL FORM FOR   

DEGREE PROGRAMS   
  MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY  
NOTE:  This form is a cover sheet that must accompany the degree program change proposal.  The actual proposal 
should be prepared in accordance with format requirements provided in the Guide and Format for Curriculum Proposals 
published by the UCCC.  Both cover sheet and proposal should be submitted to UCCC Mail Stop 9702 (281 Garner 
Hall), Phone:  325-9410. 
  
College:     Arts and Sciences                       Department:      African American Studies                                    
  
Contact Person:   Donald Shaffer                Mail Stop: 9567            E-mail: ds649@msstate.edu                    
 
Nature of Change:  Degree Modification (AAS Minor)     Date Initiated: Spring 2021                
 
Effective Date: Spring 2022       
                        
Current Degree Program Name: African American Studies Minor 
  
Major:           Concentration:  
  
  
  
New Degree Program Name:  
 
Major:      Concentration: 
 
 
 
 
Summary of Proposed Changes:  The proposal changes the requirements for the minor in African 
American Studies:  The previous requirements stipulated that students must take a total of 18 credit hours 
consisting of AAS 1063, at least 3 credit hours in the category of Literature and Fine Arts, at least 3 credit 
hours in the category of Social Science, at least 6 credit hours in the category of Humanities, and a 3-credit 
hour elective that can be fulfilled by any courses at the 3000 or 4000 level.  The proposed change to the minor 
would instead require students to complete at least 6 credit hours in the category of Humanities and Fine 
Arts and at least 6 credit hours in the category of Social Sciences. Students electing to complete the AAS 
minor would still take a total of 18 credit hours of designated courses in the curriculum, including AAS 1063 
(Introduction to African American Studies) and a 3 credit hour elective that can be fulfilled by any course in 
the AAS curriculum at the 3000 or 4000 level.     
 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Approved:                 Date: 
 

 
________________________________         March 19, 2021_______________________ 
Department Head      
 
 
_________________________________  __________________________________ 
Chair, College or School Curriculum Committee 
 
 
 
_________________________________  __________________________________ 
Dean of College or School 
 
 
 
_________________________________  __________________________________ 
Chair, University Committee on Courses and Curricula 
 
 
 
_________________________________  __________________________________ 
Chair, Graduate Council(if applicable) 
 
 
 
_________________________________  __________________________________ 
Chair, Deans Council 

Heather R. Jordan
Digitally signed by Heather R. 
Jordan 
Date: 2021.04.09 12:32:14 -05'00'

Thomas Anderson
Digitally signed by Thomas Anderson 
DN: cn=Thomas Anderson, o=Mississippi State University, email=tpa14@msstate.edu, c=US 
Date: 2021.04.09 12:51:27 -05'00'



AAS Degree Modification Proposal and Justification 

1. CURRENT CATOLOGUE DESCRIPTION��� PROPOSED CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION 

Catalogue Description 

The African American Studies Program, which brings 
together an interdisciplinary community of scholars, 
offers courses leading to a minor in African American 
Studies. Our faculty is committed to exploring 
creative approaches to teaching and scholarship that 
offer fresh insights into the interpretation of the black 
experience. While the majority of our courses examine 
the experiences of African Americans, the minor 
concentration enables students to study Africans in the 
homeland and the Diaspora. These courses include 
history, literature, politics, race relations, and the arts. 

The interdisciplinary Minor in African-American 
Studies consists of 18 credit hours offered through 
several departments within the College of Arts & 
Sciences. The courses included in the minor focus on 
aspects of the African-American experience. To earn 
the minor a student must take a total of 18 credit hours 
consisting of AAS 1063, at least 3 credit hours in the 
category of Literature and Fine Arts, at least 3 credit 
hours in the category of Social Science, at least 6 
credit hours in the category of Humanities, and a 3-
credit hour elective that can be fulfilled by any courses 
at the 3000 or 4000 level.�����
��

Catalogue Description 

The African American Studies Program, which brings 
together an interdisciplinary community of scholars, 
offers courses leading to a minor in African American 
Studies. Our faculty is committed to exploring creative 
approaches to teaching and scholarship that offer fresh 
insights into the interpretation of the black experience. 
While the majority of our courses examine the 
experiences of African Americans, the minor 
concentration enables students to study Africans in the 
homeland and the Diaspora. These courses include 
history, literature, politics, race relations, and the arts. 

The interdisciplinary Minor in African-American Studies 
consists of 18 credit hours offered through several 
departments within the College of Arts & Sciences. The 
courses included in the minor focus on aspects of the 
African-American experience. To earn the minor a 
student must take a total of 18 credit hours consisting of 
AAS 1063, at least 6 credit hours in the category of 
Humanities and Fine Arts, at least 6 credit hours in the 
category of Social Science, and a 3 credit hour elective 
that can be fulfilled by any course in the AAS curriculum 
at the 3000 or 4000 level.  No more than fifty percent of 
the AAS minor can be completed by courses from any 
academic department. 
�
 

CURRENT CURRICULUM OUTLINE PROPOSED CURRICLUM OUTLINE 

Curriculum Outline 

Students who want to minor in African American 
Studies must complete 18 semester hours as outlined 
below.  
 
Required Course                                                      

 Curriculum Outline 
 

Students who want to minor in African American Studies 
must complete 18 semester hours as outlined below.  
 
Required Course                                                      
AAS 1063 Introduction to African (3 Hours)                       
American Studies                                                           



AAS 1063 Introduction to African (3 Hours)                                 
American Studies                                                            

  
Humanities Requirements (6 Hours) 6 
AAS/HI 3013 African American History to 1865  
AAS/HI 3023 African American History since 1865 
AAS/HI 3713 History of African American Women  

AAS/HI 4363 African American History & Culture   
AAS/HI 4373 History of Modern Civil Rights Movement   
AAS/HI 4783 African Civilization to 1880   
AAS/HI 4793 Modern Africa   
AAS 4093 The African Diaspora  
AAS 4383 African American Leadership in the  
20th-Century  

AAS/HI 4983 African Americans and the Law  

  

Literature and Fine Arts Requirements (3 Hours) 3 
AAS/EN 2363 Introduction to African  
American Literature   

AAS/EN 4343 African American Literature   
AAS/MU 1103 African American Music   
AAS/ART/AN 3153 African Art & Culture  
   
Social Science Requirements (3 Hours) 3 
AAS/PS 4273 African American Politics  
AAS/PS 4543 African Politics   
AAS/SO/AN 2203 Cultural and Racial Minorities 
AAS/PS 3043 Modern Civil Rights Law 
AAS/AN 3193 African Cultures 
AAS/SO/CO 4643 Race and the Media 
AAS/HI 4983 African Americans and the Law 
 

 

   

Elective                                                                       3                              3 
   
   
   
Total Credit Hours:                                                    18 18 
 

 
 
Humanities and Fine Arts Requirements (6 Hours)              
AAS/HI 3013 African American History to 1865 
AAS/HI 3023 African American History since 1865 
AAS/HI 3713 History of African American Women 
AAS/HI 4363 African American History & Culture 
AAS/HI 4373 History of Modern Civil Rights Movement 
AAS/HI 4783 African Civilization to 1880 
AAS/HI 4793 Modern Africa 
AAS 4093 The African Diaspora 
AAS 4383 African American Leadership in the  
20th-Century 
AAS/HI 4983 African Americans and the Law 
AAS/PHI 3143 African American Religious Experience 
AAS/PHI 3183 African American Philosophy 
AAS/EN 2363 Introduction to African  
American Literature  
AAS/EN 4343 African American Literature 
AAS/EN 4983 Postcolonial Literature and Theory 
AAS/MU 1103 African American Music 
AAS/ART/AN 3153 African Art & Culture 
AAS 2990 Special Topics in AfAm Studies 
AAS 4990 Special Topics in AfAm Studies 
 
Social Sciences Requirements (6 Hours)                            
AAS/PS 3043 Modern Civil Rights Law 
AAS/PS 4253 Southern Politics 
AAS/PS 4643 Ethnic Conflict 
AAS/PS 4273 African American Politics 
AAS/PS 4543 African Politics 
AAS/SO/AN 2203 Cultural and Racial Minorities 
AAS/SO 3353 Race, Crime and Justice 
AAS/SO/CO 4643 Race and the Media 
AAS/AN 3193 African Cultures 
AAS 4383 African American Leaders in the 20th Century 
AAS 2990 Special Topics in AfAm Studies 
AAS 4990 Special Topics in AfAm Studies 
 
 
Elective                                                                       3         
 
 
 
Total Credit Hours:                                                    18 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

2. JUSTIFICATION AND STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
The degree program modification was undertaken to give students minoring in African American 
Studies more flexibility in choosing courses.  The proposal to combine the categories of 
“Literature and Fine Arts” with “Humanities” for a total of six required credit hours will provide 
students with a wider array of courses from which to select.  In addition, placing literature in the 
category of “Humanities and Fine Arts” reflects the historical placement of that discipline in the 
Humanities.  This change also makes it easier for students to complete the minor.  Because AAS 
is an interdisciplinary program with just a few core faculty members, we rely on affiliated faculty 
from other departments to deliver most of the courses in our curriculum.  This change will ensure 
that the courses our students need to complete the minor will be offered on a regular basis.  
Another added benefit of the change is that in requiring students to take 6 credit hours in the 
Social Sciences rather than the previous requirement of 3 credit hours, the program can better 
attest to its claim to be interdisciplinary.  No more than fifty percent of courses from any 
particular department can count toward completion of the AAS minor.    
 
The proposed changes to our minor curriculum reflect comparable minor programs in African 
American Studies.  Most programs require students to complete courses in the Humanities and 
Social Sciences.  An “introduction to African American Studies” course that provides an 
historical overview of the field is also usually a requirement.  While AAS 1063 (Introduction to 
African American Studies) is the only course that our students must take, other programs have 
two or three courses that must be taken as part of their curriculum requirements.  [See figure A.]   
 

A. Catalogue Description of Requirements for African American Studies Minor Programs at 
Two Peer Institutions 

 
1. University of Mississippi: The minor in African American studies consists of 18 

semester hours, including AAS 201 and 202, 6 credit hours from a list of African and 
African American history courses, and 6 credit hours from a list of African and 
African American political and social institutions courses and culture courses. 
 

2. University of Kentucky:  The requirements for the minor in AAS include the 
following:  AAS 200 – Introduction to African-American Studies [3 hours]; AAS 400 
– Special Topics in African-American Studies [3 hours]; and AAS 401 – Independent 
Reading and Research in African-American Studies [3 hours] 

 
Students must complete at least six hours of course work in humanities (as approved 
by the African American Studies Committee). For a complete list of approved courses 
please refer to the UKY Bulletin [6 hours] 

 



Students must complete at least six hours in the social sciences (as approved by the 
African American Studies Committee). For a complete list of approved courses please 
refer to the UKY Bulletin [6 hours]. Total Hours – 21. 

 

The proposed changes to the minor will reflect some of the academic trends across Universities 
that have emphasized interdisciplinary education.  Increasingly, Universities are developing 
multidisciplinary programs that engage a range of critical expertise and subject matter.  These 
changes will appeal to students in both social science and humanities related fields who similarly 
want to engage in interdisciplinary learning and research.   

These changes are consistent with student responses to questions about why they enrolled in 
African American Studies courses.  A study conducted by Donald Shaffer and Fabio Rojas found 
that a strong reason for enrolling in African American studies courses was “the importance of 
Black history and culture” (Rojas and Shaffer 2008). The same study also found that students 
were very interested in diverse subject matter and interdisciplinary studies.  These changes to the 
minor program will ensure that students have an opportunity to take courses in wide ranging 
disciplines such as Art and Anthropology, but can do so in such a way that establishes critical 
linkages between courses and disciplines.   

The common feature of courses such as African American Religious Experience (AAS 3143) 
and Southern Politics (AAS 4253) is that they are both invested in a mode of critical inquiry that 
examines African American lived experience from multiple disciplinary perspectives.  Dr. 
Anthony Neal, who teaches the former, will undoubtedly describe the political function of black 
Churches during the Civil Rights movement, and their deep investment in a Jeremiad tradition of 
liberation theology that emphasizes social justice.  Dr. Steve Shaffer, who teaches AAS/PS 4253 
Southern Politics, can offer insight into the grassroots political movements that were a function 
of the Civil Rights struggle of the 1960s and the social organizations including black Churches 
that provided the institutional structure for such political action.  Students taking both of these of 
courses will be able to engage the important history of black Civil Rights from an 
interdisciplinary perspective—one that brings into focus several objects of study.      

 
3.  SUPPORT 
 
See enclosed letters of support for the degree/program modification proposal. 
 
4.  PROPOSED FOUR LETTER ABREVIATION  
 
NA 
 
5.  EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 
Spring Semester 2022 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

College of Arts & Sciences 
African American Studies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 20, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Dana P. Franz 
Chair UCCC 
Mississippi State 
MS 39762 

 
Dear Dr. Franz: 

Let this letter show that the Affiliated Faculty and the Curriculum Committee of the African 
American Studies program support the current proposal to revise the requirements for the minor 
in African American Studies. The proposal will combine the existing requirements of 
"Literature and Fine Arts," for which students currently must complete three credit hours, and 
"Humanities," for which students currently must complete six credit hours. The proposed 
requirements would create the new category of "Humanities and Fine Arts," for which students 
would need to complete six credit hours.  In addition, the requirements for the category of 
"Social Sciences" would be changed as well, so students would need to complete six credit hours 
instead of the previous requirement of three credit hours. 

These changes were undertaken so that the AAS minor would reflect the interdisciplinary 
approach to learning that has come to define the field of African American Studies. The dual 
emphasis on the humanities and the social sciences in the minor will give students an opportunity to 
learn and apply critical methodologies in both areas of study. These changes will also ensure that 
students have more flexibility in choosing courses, as well as ensure that the courses they need 
to complete the minor are available. 

 
 
 
 

Post Office Box 846• 28 7 Bowen Hall • Mississippi State, MS 39762-0846 • 662-325-0587• 662- 32 5- 2 22 5 (Fax) 



 
 

 
 
 

College of Arts & Sciences 
African American Studies 

 
 
 
 
 
I am happy to provide any additional information regarding this proposal or any other 
questions you may have. 
 
 
 

Dr. Donald M. Shaffer 
Interim Director of African 
American Studies, Chair of 
AAS Curriculum Committee 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Andrea Spain 
AAS Curriculum Committee 

 

., 
,: 

 
 

Dr. Anthony Neal 
AAS Curriculum Committee 
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Dr. Dana P. Franz 
Chair UCCC 
Mississippi State 
MS 39762 

March 26, 2019 

 
Dear Dr. Franz, 

We are writing in support of cross-listing the courses below with African American Studies. The courses have 
already been approved by the University Committee on Courses and Curricula. They are of interest not 
only to our majors, but also to students from across the academic disciplines. The courses are: 

�� African American Religious Experience (REL 3143/AAS 3143). 
�� African American Philosophy (PHI 3183/AAS 3183 ). The two African American courses are a 
response to student demand for more courses in this subject field. The provision of these two courses will 
greatly enhance the course offerings in African American Studies and Religion, as well as bringing us 
in line with our peer institutions. 

 
We highly recommend the addition of these courses cross-listed under the AAS designation to Mississippi 
State's University curriculum. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

   

Albert Bisson, Th.M. 
Curriculum Committee Chair 

Robert Thompson, Ph.D. 
Curriculum Committee 

Lynn Holt, Ph.D. Curriculum 
Committee 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Philosophy and Religion               P.O. Box JS Mississippi State, MS 39762 (662) 325-2





iii' 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 

UNIVERSITY 
 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

 
To: University Committee on Courses and Curricula 

 
 

From: P. Edward French, Department Head of Political Science & Public Administration 
 
 

Date: October 8, 2018 
 
 
 

I have reviewed the proposal to give students minoring in African American Studies more flexibility in 
choosing courses. Two of these involve current Political Science courses PS 4643 (Ethnic 
Conflict), and PS 4253 (Southern Politics).The proposed changes will hopefully increase the 
number of students in these classes and help the African-American Studies program. 

We support this proposal and appreciate your consideration of it. If you have any questions or 
need any additional information, please contact Dr. P. Edward French 
efrench@pspa.msstate.edu. 

Thank you for your attention and time in considering this request.  
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Guide and Format for Curriculum Proposals



for Jason Keith                     April 6, 2021

April 6, 2021



All students enrolled in the doctoral program in 
Electrical and Computer Engineering are required to 
pass a written qualifying examination. The purpose of 
this qualifying examination is to assess the student’s 
broad background in ECE and ensure their capabilities 
for conducting doctoral work. This exam covers 
undergraduate ECE coursework. Students who are 
classified as doctoral students must pass the qualifying 
examination within the first two years of full-time 
doctoral enrollment. Students enrolled in the doctoral 
program part-time have two years to pass the qualifying 
examination after completing 9 credit hours of 
coursework (any hours taken in unclassified status or 
transferred from another institution do not count toward 
these 9 hours). 
A student will be dismissed from the graduate program if 
a student does not pass the Ph.D. qualifying exam in four 
attempts, within the first four semesters.









for Jason Keith 4/6/2021

April 6, 2021












