
 

 

 

 

 

A MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

 

DATE:   February 8, 2021 

TO:  UCCC Members 

FROM:  Dr. Dana Pomykal Franz, Chair 

SUBJECT: UCCC Meeting on Friday, February 19, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. 

 

 

The agenda and proposals for the meeting on Friday, February 19, 2021 1:30 p.m. are enclosed.  The 

meetings will be held by WebEx.  Please contact the UCCC Office if you are unable to participate. 

The minutes from the January 22, 2021 UCCC meeting and the link for WebEx will be sent to you in  

separate emails. 

Thank you. 

Enclosures:  Course/Curriculum Proposals 

 



 

 
AGENDA 

UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON COURSES AND CURRICULA 

February 19, 2021 

 

1. Welcome 

2. Approval of minutes 

3. Course proposals by college/school 

 

 

AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES  
Modification 
+Online/Distance 

ADS 3013 Anatomy and Physiology 

Addition ADS 3031 Anatomy and Physiology Laboratory 

Modification 

+Online/Distance 
ADS 3212 Livestock Evaluation 

+Online/Distance AELC 4403/6403 Development of Youth Programs 

+Online/Distance AELC 4613/6613 Teaching Agricultural Mechanics 

+Online/Distance AELC 4873/6873 Professional Seminar in Agricultural Education 
+Online/Distance AELC 8413 Methods of Planned Change in Agricultural and Extension 

Education 

+Online/Distance AELC 8593 Historical Foundations of Agricultural and Extension Education 

+Online/Distance AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension Education Programs 

Modification 

+Online/Distance 
HDFS 8853 Current Issues in Human Development and Family Science 

+Online/Distance HS 1711 Professional Protocol 

 

ARCHITECTURE, ART AND DESIGN 

+Online/Distance BCS 2013 Construction and Culture 

 

ART AND SCIENCES  

Addition AN 1301 Laboratory for Introduction to Biological Anthropology 

+Online/Distance AN 1344 Introduction to Biological Anthropology 

Modification AS 1011 Heritage and Values of the US Air Force-I 

Modification AS 1021 Heritage and Values of the US Air Force-II 

Addition  AS 1102 Air Force ROTC General Military Course Leadership Lab 

Modification AS 2011 Team and Leadership Fundamentals-I 

Modification  AS 2021 Team and Leadership Fundamentals-II 

Modification  AS 3013 Leading People and Effective Communication-I 

Modification AS 3023 Leading People and Effective Communication-II 

Addition AS 3102 Air Force ROTC Professional Officer Course Leadership Lab 

Modification AS 4013 National Security and Commissioning Preparation-I 

Modification AS 4023 National Security and Commissioning Preparation-II 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

BIO 1023 Plants and Humans 

Addition BIO 1111 Welcome to Biological Sciences 
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+Online/Distance BIO 2103 Cell Biology 

+Online/Distance BIO 3013 Professional Writing for Biologists 

+Online/Distance BIO 4233 Living with Global Change 

+Online/Distance BIO 4413/6413 Immunology 

+Online/Distance BIO 4503/6503 Vertebrate Histology  

Addition BIO 8443 Key Concepts in Plant Ecology 

+Online/Distance CH 1213 Chemistry I 

+Online/Distance CH 1223 Chemistry II 

Addition CH 4321 Practical Air Sensitive Techniques 

Addition CH 4441 Practical Computational Chemistry 

Addition CH 4451 Practical Chemical Data Analysis 

+Online/Distance CH 4513/6513 Organic Chemistry I 

Addition CO 1021 Overcoming Communication Apprehension 

Addition  
+Online/Distance 

CO 3221 Applied Communication Media Studies 

Addition  
+Online/Distance 

CO 3223 Communication Media Research Methods 

Addition  
+Online/Distance 

CO 3233 Communication Media Ethics 

Addition CO 3243 Advanced Public Speaking 

Addition  
+Online/Distance 

CO 4063 Family Communication 

Addition  
+Online/Distance 

CO 4293 Communication Media Studies Capstone 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

CO 4573 Theatre Management 

+Online/Distance CRM 2003 Crime, Justice, and Inequality 

+Online/Distance CRM 3353 Race, Crime and Justice 

+Online/Distance CRM 4323/6323 Victimology 

+Online/Distance EC 3113 Intermediate Macroeconomics  

+Online/Distance EN 3303 Creative Writing 

+Online/Distance FLI 1113 Italian I 

Addition FLJ 4403 Japanese Popular Culture 

+Online/Distance FLL 4113/6113 The Roman Historians 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

FLL 4253/6253 Seneca 

+Online/Distance FLS 2143 Spanish IV 

+Online/Distance GG 3133 Introduction to Environmental Geology 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

GG 4124/6124 Petrology  

+Online/Distance GG 4633/6633 Introduction to Geochemistry 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

GR 3113 Conservation of Natural Resources 

+Online/Distance GR 4203/6203 Geography of North America 

+Online/Distance GR 4343/6343 Advanced Remote Sensing in Geosciences 

Modification GR 4643/6643 Physical Meteorology and Climatology I 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

GR 8423 Virtual Field Methods Seminar 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

GR 8583 Environmental Geosciences Capstone Experience 
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Addition 

+Gen Ed 
MA 1213 Math in Your World 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

MA 2733 Calculus III 

+Online/Distance MA 3053 Foundations of Mathematics 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

MA 3113 Introduction to Linear Algebra 

Modification 
+Online/Distance 

MA 3253 Differential Equations I 

+Online/Distance PH 1013 Physical Science Survey I 

+Online/Distance PH 1063 Descriptive Astronomy  

+Online/Distance PPA 9203 Constitutional and Political Framework of Public Administration 

+Online/Distance PPA 9303 Foundations of Public Administration 

+Online/Distance PPA 9503 Qualitative Research for Public Affairs 

+Online/Distance PS 2403 Introduction to Political Theory 

+Online/Distance PS 4163/6163 The Chief Executive 

+Online/Distance PS 4453/6453 Western Political Theory:  Plato to Marx 

+Online/Distance PSY 3203 Psychology of Gender Differences 

+Online/Distance PSY 4733/6733 Memory 

+Online/Distance PSY 4813 Positive Psychology  

+Online/Distance PSY 4983/6983 Psychology of Aging 

+Online/Distance SO 1103 Contemporary Social Problems 

+Online/Distance SO 3003 Social Inequality 

+Online/Distance SO 3343 Gender, Crime, and Justice 

+Online/Distance SO 3353 Race, Crime, Justice 

+Online/Distance SO 4323/6323 Victimology 

+Online/Distance SW 2323 Social Welfare Policy II 

+Online/Distance SW 3213 Research Methods in Social Work 

 

BUSINESS 

+Online/Distance FIN 4223 Intermediate Financial Management 

+Online/Distance MKT 4813 Marketing Management 

 

EDUCATION 

+Online/Distance COE 8383 Job Placement in Rehabilitation 

+Online/Distance COE 8743 Counseling LGBTQ:  Awareness, Mental Health & Advocacy 

+Online/Distance COE 8923 Seminar in School Counseling 

+Online/Distance TECH 3623 Designing Technology Training 

+Online/Distance TECH 4443/6443 Design of Instructional Games and Simulations 

Addition 
+Online/Distance 

TECH 4553/6553 Advanced Information Processing 

+Online/Distance TECH 4623 Delivery and Evaluation of Technology Training 

+Online/Distance TECH 4683 Senior Seminar in Information Technology Services 

+Online/Distance TECH 4743/6743 Elements of Electronic Desktop Publishing  

Modification TECH 4763/6763 Digital Tools for 21st Century Teaching and Learning 

+Online/Distance TECH 4853/6853 Philosophy and Principles of Vocational – Technical Instruction 
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ENGINEERING 

+Online/Distance ASE 3243 Aerospace Structural Analysis II 

+Online/Distance ASE 3313 Incompressible Aerodynamics 

+Online/Distance CHE 2114 Mass and Energy Balances 

+Online/Distance CHE 3113 Chemical Engineering Thermodynamics I 

+Online/Distance CHE 3123 Chemical Engineering Thermodynamics II 

+Online/Distance CHE 3223 Separation Processes 

+Online/Distance CHE 3413 Engineering Materials 

+Online/Distance CMB 8011 Graduate Seminar 

+Online/Distance CSE 3213 Software Engineering Senior Project I 

+Online/Distance CSE 3223 Software Engineering Senior Project II 

+Online/Distance CSE 3324 Distributed Client/Server Programming 

+Online/Distance CSE 3981 Social and Ethical Issues in Computing 

+Online/Distance CSE 4153/6153  Data Communications and Computer Networks 

+Online/Distance CSE 4214/6214 Introduction to Software Engineering 

+Online/Distance CSE 4253/6253 Secure Software Engineering  

+Online/Distance CSE 4273/6273 Introduction to Computer Forensics 

+Online/Distance CSE 4743/6743 Operating Systems II 

+Online/Distance CSE 4773/6773 Introduction to Cyber Operations 

+Online/Distance CSE 8713 Advanced Cyber Operations 

+Online/Distance EG 1143 Graphic Communication 

 

FOREST RESOURCES 
Addition  
+Online/Distance 

FO 8433 Ecological Silviculture  

+Online/Distance WFA 3133 Applied Ecology 

Modification  
+Online/Distance 

WFA 4123 Wildlife & Fisheries Biometrics 

Modification  
+Online/Distance 

WFA 4153 Principles of Wildlife Conservation and Management 

+Online/Distance WFA 4433 Mammalogy 

 

VETERINARY SCIENCE 

Modification CVM 5310 Small Animal Emergency and Critical Care Medicine 

 

 

 

4. Degree proposals by college/school 
 

AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES 
Modification BS Animal and Dairy Science 

Modification BS Human Development and Family Science:  Child Development 

+Distance BS Human Development and Family Science:  Child Development 
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ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Modification Minor Aerospace Studies  

Modification  BA Communication: Communication and Media Studies (Campus 1) 

Modification  
+Distance Education 

BA Communication: Communication and Media Studies  

   

 

EDUCATION 
Addition Minor Music and Culture 

Modification MA Secondary Teacher Alternate Route 

 

 

ENGINEERING  
Modification  MS and PhD Engineering:  Civil 

 
FOREST RESOURCES 
Modification  MS  Forestry 

 

 

 

 

















































































































9-29-20

9-30-20

Spring 2021

1/29/2021



Proposal for Minor in MUSIC AND CULTURE 

Summary of Proposed Changes 

The Minor in Music and Culture is structured to give students a foundational 

proficiency is world music cultures.  Students can choose courses of interest to them and ones 

which coincide or enhance their major. The minor will enable students to engage critically with 

music and cultures from diverse cultures of the world (e.g. Africa, Latin America, Native 

America) and will therefore prepare them for graduate study, work abroad, or in careers in the 

global market.   

1. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

The Minor in Music and Culture is intended for students with an interest in non-

Western music, especially the music of Africa and the African Diaspora. The program offers 

students from any major, the opportunity to study the ways in which human cultural diversity is 

represented through music.  The minor features an interdisciplinary approach to exploring music 

and supports MSU's vision of diversity and global involvement.  The minor is distinct from other 

existing degrees in that it offers an anthropological approach that does not rely heavily on music 

performance skills.   

ADMINISTRATION 

The minor will be housed in and administered by the Music Department in collaboration with the 

Department of Kinesiology and the Department of Anthropology & Middle Eastern Cultures. 



2. CURRICULUM OUTLINE 

The minor requires a minimum of 18 hours with a grade of “C” or above in each course.  

Possible courses are listed below.  Substitutes are unlikely, but if a student believes that a non-

listed course is centrally related to the field of Music and Culture, the student may petition to 

approve counting the source toward the minor.  In order to ensure that the minor includes a non-

Western component, at least two Non-Western Music and Culture Electives are required (i.e. 

Music of Africa, Latin America, African American Music, Native American Music).    

Degree: MINOR IN MUSIC AND CULTURE (18 hours) 

Students seeking a Minor in Music and Culture are required to complete the following courses: 

Required (6):  

Introduction to Cultural Anthropology AN 1143 (3 hours)  

World Music MU 2102 (2 hours)  

Contemporary Dance PE 1091 (1 hour)  

Electives (12): 

Choose at least two Non-Western Music and Culture Electives:  

Music of Africa MU 1153 (3 hours)  

Music of Latin America MU 2023 (3 hours) 

African American Music MU 1103 (3 hours)  

Native American Music (3 hours) 

Choose up to two Western Music and Culture Electives: 

History and Appreciation of American Music MU 1123 (3 hours) 

The History of Rock and Roll MU 1133 (3 hours) 

The History of Jazz MU 1143 (3 hours) 



Introduction to Music in Film MU 1163 (3 hours)  

Justification 

3. POSSIBLE DUPLICATION 

Mississippi State University Music Department offers a Minor in Music which also includes 
these music history electives: 

• MU 1103 African-American Music (3) 
• MU 1113 History and Appreciation of Music (3) 
• MU 1123 History and Appreciation of American Music (3) 
• MU 1133 The History of Rock and Roll (3) 
• MU 1153 Music of Africa (3) 
• MU 2012 World Music (2) 

Music Major 

Classes in the minor may also satisfy the single 3-hour “music elective” requirement for the 
Music Major. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT 

Students would benefit from a curriculum that bridges disciplinary divides and enables them to 

engage critically with music and cultures from diverse cultures of the world.  The minor is 

intended for students with an interest in non-Western music, especially the music of Africa and 

the African Diaspora. The program offers students from any major, the opportunity to study the 

ways in which human cultural diversity is represented through music.  Students interested in 

graduate study in musicology, ethnomusicology, or anthropology would be stronger candidates 

for admission into competitive graduate programs with this minor.  The program’s focus on non-

Western music and cultures supports the diversity and globalization goals of the university.    



Upon completion of the minor, students will:  

Understand the history and culture of selected world music traditions. 

Describe musical styles associated with selected world music traditions. 

Identify traditional musical instruments of selected world music genres. 

Describe characteristic dances of selected world music traditions. 

Analyze world music using vocabulary associated with the fields of ethnomusicology and 
anthropology. 

Understand the relationship of singing, playing instruments, dancing, and drama in selected 
world cultures. 

Understand how myths, legends, epics, oral histories, life histories, and memories preserve 
history and culture in many world music cultures. 

Explore the conception of song as communal property, intellectual property, and cultural 
property in various world music traditions.   

Understand the interactions between dancers and musicians, between dancers and audience, and 
between musicians and audience in the communal life of many world cultures.   

Understand the function of music in the social, historical, political, and religious life of world 
music cultures. 

4. SUPPORT 

This proposal has been approved by the Music Department, Kinesiology Department, and the 
Department of Anthropology & Middle Eastern Cultures.  See letters of support from department 
heads. 



5. Proposed Abbreviation 

N/A 

6. Effective Date 

Spring 2021 









       APPROVAL FORM FOR   

DEGREE PROGRAMS   
  MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY  

NOTE:  This form is a cover sheet that must accompany the degree program change proposal.  The actual proposal 
should be prepared in accordance with format requirements provided in the Guide and Format for Curriculum Proposals 
published by the UCCC.  Both cover sheet and proposal should be submitted to UCCC Mail Stop 9702 (281 Garner 
Hall), Phone:  325-9410. 
  
College:  College of Education                       Department: Curriculum, Instruction, and Special 
Education                                                                  
Contact Person:  Missy Hopper                    Mail Stop:   9705           E-mail: pfh7@msstate.edu                                                                                                                                                             
Nature of Change:  Adding concentrations   Date Initiated:  11/4/20   Effective Date:                               
Current Degree Program Name: Master of Arts in Teaching-Secondary 
  
Major:  Secondary Teacher Alternate Route    Concentration: none 
  
  
New Degree Program Name: Master of Arts in Teaching-Secondary 
 
Major: Secondary Teacher Alternate Route  Concentrations:  

 English Education (ENED) 
Mathematics Education (MAED) 
Social Studies Education (SSED) 
Biology Education (BIED) 
Chemistry Education (CHED) 
Physics Education (PHED) 
Physical Education & Coaching (PECO) 
Computer Science Education (create in Banner EDCS)  
Foreign Language Education-French (create in Banner FLFE) 
Foreign Language Education-German (create in Banner FLGE) 
Foreign Language Education-Spanish (create in Banner FLSE) 

        

 
 
Summary of Proposed Changes:   This program modification is only adding concentrations to the 
program for more efficient advising and tracking of graduate students in this program. 
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GRADUATE DEGREE MODIFICATION OUTLINE FORM 
Use the chart below to make modifications to an existing Graduate Degree. All deleted courses and information  
should be shown in italics and all new courses and information in bold. Please include the course prefix,  
number, and title in both columns. Expand rows as needed.  

 
CURRENT Degree Description PROPOSED Degree Description 
Degree: Master of Arts in Teaching-Secondary 
Major:  Secondary Teacher Alternate Route 
Concentrations: None 
 
 
There is no proposed degree name change or any other 
change to the courses or hours.  

Degree:  Master of Arts in Teaching-Secondary 
Major:  Secondary Teacher Alternate Route 
Concentrations: 
English Education (ENED) 
Mathematics Education (MAED) 
Social Studies Education (SSED) 
Biology Education (BIED) 
Chemistry Education (CHED) 
Physics Education (PHED) 
Physical Education & Coaching (PECO) 
Computer Science Education (create in Banner EDCS) 
Foreign Language Education-French (create in 
Banner FLFE) 
Foreign Language Education-German (create in 
Banner FLGE) 
Foreign Language Education-Spanish (create in 
Banner FLSE) 
 

"[Click here and type old degree description]"  
 
The MATS program is an alternate route secondary 
licensure program of study that consists of 30 
semester hours of graduate level coursework.  It is 
designed for a candidate with a bachelor’s degree in a 
content discipline who wishes to prepare for a career as 
a teacher.  All admitted MATS students, applying for a 
teaching license, must have taken the ACT with a 
minimum composite score of 21 or have passing Praxis 
Core.  Passing scores, as set by MDE, on the Praxis II-
Specialty Area Test are also required for licensure. 
MATS students must also pass a certified background 
check prior to admission. 
 
Students in the MATS program will complete the 
comprehensive examination in the final semester or 
final 6 hours of enrollment by registering for and 
passing the Praxis Principles of Learning and Teaching 
(PLT) examination through ETS.   
 
 

"[Click here and type new degree description]"  
 
The MATS program is an alternate route secondary 
licensure program of study that consists of 30 
semester hours of graduate level coursework.  It is 
designed for a candidate with a bachelor’s degree in a 
content discipline who wishes to prepare for a career as a 
teacher. Concentration must be selected when the 
MATS application is submitted. All admitted MATS 
students, applying for a teaching license must have taken 
the ACT with a minimum composite score of 21 or have 
passing Praxis Core.  Passing scores, as set by MDE, on 
the Praxis II-Specialty Area Test are also required for 
licensure. MATS students must also pass a certified 
background check prior to admission. 
 
Students in the MATS program will complete the 
comprehensive examination in the final semester or final 6 
hours of enrollment by registering for and passing the 
Praxis Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) 
examination through ETS.   

"[Click here and type old concentration description]"  "[Click here and type new concentration description]"  

CURRENT CURRICULUM OUTLINE Required 
Hours PROPOSED CURRICULUM OUTLINE Required 

Hours 
College Required Courses 
EDS 8243 Advanced Planning and 
Managing Learning  
EDS 6403 Evaluation in Secondary 
Schools 

 
3 
 
3 
 

College Required Courses 
EDS 8243 Advanced Planning and 
Managing Learning  
EDS 6403 Evaluation in 
 

 
3 
 
3 
 



EDS 8103 Adv. Methodologies in Middle 
and Secondary Education 
EDX 8173 Special Education in the 
Regular Classroom 
EDS 8623 Principles of Effective 
Instruction 
EDS 8613 Middle and Secondary School 
Curriculum 
RDG 8653 Teaching Reading in the 
Secondary Schools 
EDS 66X3/Secondary Methods of 
Teaching 
EDS 8886 Dimensions of Learning I 
 

3 
 
3 
 
3 
 
3 
 
3 
 
3 
 
6 

EDS 8103 Adv. Methodologies in Middle 
and Secondary Education 
EDX 8173 Special Education in the Regular 
Classroom 
EDS 8623 Principles of Effective 
Instruction 
EDS 8613 Middle and Secondary School 
Curriculum 
RDG 8653 Teaching Reading in the 
Secondary Schools 
EDS 8886 Dimensions of Learning  
I 

3 
 
3 
 
3 
 
3 
 
3 
 
6 

Major Required Courses 
 
 
 

 Major Required Courses  

Concentration 1. Courses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Concentration 1. Courses 
Mathematics Education 
 
The Mathematics Education 
concentration is offered for the education 
of prospective teachers of mathematics at 
the secondary level grades 7-12. 
 
EDS 6633 Math Education Pedagogy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 

Concentration 2. Courses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Concentration 2. Courses 
 
Social Studies Education 
 
The Social Studies Education 
concentration is offered for the education 
of prospective teachers of social studies at 
the secondary level grades 7-12. 
 
EDS 6643 Social Studies Education 
Pedagogy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 



 
  Concentration 3. Courses 

 
Biology Education  
 
 
 
The Biology Education concentration is 
offered for the education of prospective 
teachers of biology at the secondary level 
(grades 7-12). 
 
EDS 6653 Science Education Pedagogy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

  Concentration 4: Courses 
 
Chemistry Education 
 
The Chemistry Education concentration 
is offered for the education of prospective 
teachers of chemistry at the secondary 
level (grades 7-12). 
 
EDS 6653 Science Education Pedagogy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

  Concentration 5: Courses 
 
Physics Education 
 
The Physics Education concentration is 
offered for the education of prospective 
teachers of physics at the secondary level 
(grades 7-12). 
 
EDS 6653 Science Education Pedagogy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

  Concentration 6. Courses 
 
English Education 
 
The English Education concentration is 
offered for the education of prospective 
teachers of English at the secondary level 
(grades 7-12). 

EDS 6673 Language Arts Education 
Pedagogy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 



 
  Concentration 7. Courses 

 
Computer Science Education 
 
The Computer Science concentration is 
offered for the education of prospective 
teachers of computer science at the 
secondary level (grades 7-12). 
 
 
TECH 6333 Introduction to Computer 
Science Education Pedagogy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

  Concentration 8. Courses 
 
Foreign Language Education – French 
 
The Foreign Language Education, 
French, concentration is offered for the 
education of prospective teachers of 
foreign language -French at the 
secondary level (grades 7-12). 
 
 
FL 8693 FL Advanced Foreign Language 
Pedagogy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

  Concentration 9. Courses 
 
Foreign Language Education – German 
 
The Foreign Language Education, 
German, concentration is offered for the 
education of prospective teachers of 
foreign language -German at the 
secondary level (grades 7-12). 
 
FL 8693 FL Advanced Foreign Language 
Pedagogy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 



 
  Concentration 10: Courses 

 
Foreign Language Education – Spanish 
 
The Foreign Language Education, 
Spanish, concentration is offered for the 
education of prospective teachers of 
foreign language-Spanish at the 
secondary level (grades 7-12). 
 
FL 8693 FL Advanced Foreign Language 
Pedagogy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

  Concentration 11. Courses 
 
Physical Education & Coaching 
 
The Physical Education and Coaching 
concentration is offered for the education 
of prospective teachers of physical 
education and coaching at the K-12 
grades. 
 
PE 6163 Principles and Methods of 
Secondary School Health and 
Physical Education Pedagogy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

Total Hours 30 Total Hours 30 
 
 
Justification and Student Learning Outcomes 
 
This program modification is only adding concentrations to the program for more efficient 
advising and tracking of graduate students in this program.   
 
No learning outcomes can be claimed by this curriculum change.   
 
Proposed 4-Letter Abbreviation:  No Change 
Effective Date:  Fall 2021 
 





       APPROVAL FORM FOR   

DEGREE PROGRAMS   
  MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY  
NOTE:  This form is a cover sheet that must accompany the degree program change proposal.  The actual proposal 
should be prepared in accordance with format requirements provided in the Guide and Format for Curriculum Proposals 
published by the UCCC.  Both cover sheet and proposal should be submitted to UCCC Mail Stop 9702 (281 Garner 
Hall), Phone:  325-9410. 
  
College: Bagley College of Engineering         Department: Richard A. Rula School of Civil & 
Environmental Engineering                                                                       
  
Contact Person:  Farshid Vahedifard       Mail Stop: 9546       E-mail: farshid@cee.msstate.edu                                                                                                                                                              
Nature of Change:   Increase in the required minimum credit hours of coursework for Doctor of 
Philosophy in Engineering with Civil Engineering concentration 
                                            
 Date Initiated: 12/18/2020                Effective Date:  Fall 2020                             
Current Degree Program Name: Doctor of Philosophy 
  
Major:  Engineering        Concentration: Civil Engineering 
  
  
  
New Degree Program Name: Doctor of Philosophy 
 
Major:  Engineering        Concentration: Civil Engineering 
 
 
 
Summary of Proposed Changes: 
 
- It is proposed to increase the required minimum credit hours of coursework for Ph.D. students 

to align with OGS policies and national standards in CEE. 
- It is proposed to increase the maximum credit hours of transferred coursework to align with 

OGS policies 
- “Department of Civil & Environmental Engineering” is renamed to “Richard A. Rula School of 

Civil & Environmental Engineering” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Approved:                 Date: 
 
          08 January 2021 
________________________________  __________________________________ 
Department Head      
 
 
_________________________________  __________________________________ 
Chair, College or School Curriculum Committee 
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Dean of College or School 
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Chair, Graduate Council (if applicable) 
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Chair, Deans Council 
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GRADUATE DEGREE MODIFICATION OUTLINE FORM 

Use the chart below to make modifications to an existing Graduate Degree. All deleted courses and information  
should be shown in italics and all new courses and information in bold. Please include the course prefix,  
number, and title in both columns. Expand rows as needed.  

 

CURRENT Degree Description PROPOSED Degree Description 

Degree: Master of Science 

Major: Civil Engineering 

Concentrations: - 

 

Degree: Doctor of Philosophy 

Major: Engineering 

Concentrations: Civil Engineering 

Degree: Master of Science 

Major: Civil Engineering 

Concentrations: - 

 

Degree: Doctor of Philosophy 

Major: Engineering 

Concentrations: Civil Engineering 

The Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Department offers programs of study leading to 

Masters and Doctoral degrees in Civil 

Engineering through the Department of Civil 

and Environmental Engineering (CEE) with 

specializations in the following areas: 

• Construction Engineering and 

Management 

• Construction Materials Engineering 

• Environmental Engineering 

• Geotechnical Engineering 

• Structural Engineering 

• Transportation Engineering 

• Water Resources Engineering  

The Kelly Gene Cook, Sr. Civil and 

Environmental Engineering Laboratories 

include research capabilities in the following 

areas. 

• Construction Materials Evaluation 

• Environmental Analysis of Water and 

Soils 

• Structural Systems Analysis 

• Soil Mechanics Evaluation 

• Structural Systems Analysis 

• Transportation System Modeling 

• Water Resources Characterization 

The basic requirements for graduate studies and 

degrees are established by Mississippi State 

University (MSU) and are found in the 

Graduate Bulletin. Additional requirements and 

procedures established by the CEE Faculty are 

The Richard A. Rula School of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering offers programs of 

study leading to Masters and Doctoral degrees 

in Civil Engineering with specializations in the 

following areas: 

• Construction Engineering and 

Management 

• Construction Materials Engineering 

• Environmental Engineering 

• Geotechnical Engineering 

• Structural Engineering 

• Transportation Engineering 

• Water Resources Engineering  

The Kelly Gene Cook, Sr. Civil and 

Environmental Engineering Laboratories 

include research capabilities in the following 

areas. 

• Construction Materials Evaluation 

• Environmental Analysis of Water and 

Soils 

• Structural Systems Analysis 

• Soil Mechanics Evaluation 

• Structural Systems Analysis 

• Transportation System Modeling 

• Water Resources Characterization 

The basic requirements for graduate studies and 

degrees are established by Mississippi State 

University (MSU) and are found in the 

Graduate Catalog. Additional requirements and 

procedures established by the CEE Faculty are 

described below. Where there is a conflict, the 



described below. Where there is a conflict, the 

Bulletin takes precedence. For information 

about the graduate program contact: Graduate 

Coordinator. 

Review of Applications 

Applications for the on-campus Master of 

Science (M.S.) in Civil Engineering degree 

program, and all campuses for the Doctor of 

Philosophy in Engineering with a Civil 

Engineering Concentration (Ph.D.) degree 

program are reviewed three times a year, March 

15 for Fall semester admission, September 15 

for Spring semester admission, and January 15 

for Summer semester admission. Applications 

for the off-campus M.S. degree program may 

be considered for review up to two months after 

the above deadlines. 

Admission Criteria 

Applicants are admitted to graduate study in the 

CEE upon approval of the Graduate School, the 

Departmental Graduate Coordinator, and the 

Department's Graduate Faculty. Admission is 

based on the criteria listed below. 

Admission requires that the applicant be 

accepted by a faculty member in their sub-

discipline area who is willing to serve as their 

major professor. Applicants are encouraged to 

appropriate faculty after completion of the 

application. 

GRE scores are required for all applicants who 

do not have an EAC/ABET-accredited civil, 

construction, or environmental engineering 

degree. There is not a minimum required GRE 

score for admission as the admission decision is 

not based on any one single factor. However, 

the score should be competitive, and successful 

applicants to the CEE graduate program 

typically have a GRE score of 157 or higher on 

the Quantitative Reasoning section of the 

Graduate Catalog takes precedence. For 

information about the graduate program 

contact: Graduate Coordinator. 

Review of Applications 

Applications for the on-campus Master of 

Science (M.S.) in Civil Engineering degree 

program, and all campuses for the Doctor of 

Philosophy in Engineering with a Civil 

Engineering Concentration (Ph.D.) degree 

program are reviewed three times a year, March 

15 for Fall semester admission, September 15 

for Spring semester admission, and January 15 

for Summer semester admission. Applications 

for the off-campus M.S. degree program may 

be considered for review up to two months after 

the above deadlines. 

Admission Criteria 

Applicants are admitted to graduate study in the 

CEE upon approval of the Graduate School, the 

CEE Graduate Coordinator, and the CEE 

Graduate Faculty. Admission is based on the 

criteria listed below. 

Admission requires that the applicant be 

accepted by a faculty member in their sub-

discipline area who is willing to serve as their 

major professor. Applicants are encouraged to 

contact appropriate faculty after completion of 

the application. 

GRE scores are required for all applicants who 

do not have an EAC/ABET-accredited civil, 

construction, or environmental engineering 

degree. There is not a minimum required GRE 

score for admission as the admission decision is 

not based on any one single factor. However, 

the score should be competitive, and successful 

applicants to the CEE graduate program 

typically have a GRE score of 157 or higher on 

the Quantitative Reasoning section of the 

http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/colleges-degree-programs/engineering/civil-environmental/#graduate-coordinator
http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/colleges-degree-programs/engineering/civil-environmental/#graduate-coordinator
http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/colleges-degree-programs/engineering/civil-environmental/#graduate-coordinator


exam. (Note: GRE test scores are only valid for 

five years.) 

Regular Admission 

Prerequisites for regular admission into Civil 

Engineering and Environmental Engineering's 

graduate program include all of the general 

requirements of the Office of the Graduate 

School.  Regular admission requires that the 

applicant have a Bachelor of Science (B.S., 

Master of Science (M.S.), or Master of 

Engineering (M.E.) in Civil Engineering. The 

qualifying degree program must provide the 

applicant with the core competencies of the 

sub-discipline in which the applicant wishes to 

focus their graduate studies. The minimum 

GPA for regular admission into the 

CEE graduate program is 3.00 on a 4.00 scale 

as computed for courses that comprise the last 

two academic years of the qualifying 

undergraduate degree. For applicants required 

to demonstrate English proficiency, they must 

obtain a minimum TOEFL (Test of English as a 

Foreign Language) score of 79 iBT.  As an 

alternative, an international student may take 

the IELTS (International English Language 

Testing Systems) exam on which they must 

obtain a minimum score of 6.5.   

Contingent Admission 

Applicants meeting University requirements for 

admission but failing to meet the department’s 

requirements for regular admission may be 

considered for contingent 

admission.  Applicants who have undergraduate 

or graduate degrees in engineering-related 

disciplines may be admitted on contingent 

status. The minimum GPA required for 

contingent admission to the CEE graduate 

program is 2.75 (A=4.00).  For applicants 

required to demonstrate English proficiency, 

they must obtain a minimum TOEFL score of 

69 iBT. As an alternative, an international 

student may take the IELTS exam on which 

exam. (Note: GRE test scores are only valid for 

five years.) 

Regular Admission 

Prerequisites for regular admission into Civil 

Engineering and Environmental Engineering's 

graduate program include all of the general 

requirements of the Office of the Graduate 

School.  Regular admission requires that the 

applicant have a Bachelor of Science (B.S., 

Master of Science (M.S.), or Master of 

Engineering (M.E.) in Civil Engineering. The 

qualifying degree program must provide the 

applicant with the core competencies of the 

sub-discipline in which the applicant wishes to 

focus their graduate studies. The minimum 

GPA for regular admission into the 

CEE graduate program is 3.00 on a 4.00 scale 

as computed for courses that comprise the last 

two academic years of the qualifying 

undergraduate degree. For applicants required 

to demonstrate English proficiency, they must 

obtain a minimum TOEFL (Test of English as a 

Foreign Language) score of 79 iBT.  As an 

alternative, an international student may take 

the IELTS (International English Language 

Testing Systems) exam on which they must 

obtain a minimum score of 6.5.  Scores from 

other English proficiency tests may be 

considered if deemed acceptable by MSU’s 

Graduate Catalog. 

Contingent Admission 

Applicants meeting University requirements for 

admission but failing to meet CEE’s 

requirements for regular admission may be 

considered for contingent 

admission.  Applicants who have undergraduate 

or graduate degrees in engineering-related 

disciplines may be admitted on contingent 

status. The minimum GPA required for 

contingent admission to the CEE graduate 

program is 2.75 (A=4.00).  For applicants 

required to demonstrate English proficiency, 



they must obtain a minimum score of 6.0. If the 

applicant tails to achieve the minimum score 

for regular admission, satisfactory completion 

of an "English as a Second Language" (ESL) 

course, ESL 5323, will be required. Those 

receiving contingent admission are eligible to 

receive Graduate Teaching and Graduate 

Research Assistantships. Within the first award 

enrollment period, the student must satisfy the 

requirements to obtain regular admission status. 

An assistantship award will be terminated if 

these requirements are not met. To be removed 

from contingent status, the student must 

successfully complete the specified 

requirements defined by their graduate 

committee with a grade of B or better for each 

course. Upon completion of the specified 

requirements, removal of the student from the 

contingent status will be documented in the 

Department through a letter by the major 

advisor co-signed by the Department Graduate 

Coordinator. This letter will be placed in the 

student's file, and OGS is made aware of the 

change of status.  

Provisional Admission 

Applicants failing to meet the requirements for 

regular or contingent admission may be 

considered for provisional 

admission. Applicants who have undergraduate 

or graduate degrees in engineering-related 

disciplines may be admitted on provisional 

status. The minimum GPA required for 

provisional admission to the CEE graduate 

program is 2.50 (A=4.00). For applicants 

required to demonstrate English proficiency, 

they must obtain a minimum TOEFL score of 

53 iBT. As an alternative, an international 

student may take the IELTS exam on which 

they must obtain a minimum score of 4.5 If the 

applicant achieves a TOEFL score of 61 or 

above, or IELTS score of 5.5 or above, 

satisfactory completion of two ESL courses, 

ESL 5120 and ESL 5323, will be required. If 

not, satisfactory completion of ESL 5110, 5120, 

they must obtain a minimum TOEFL score of 

69 iBT. As an alternative, an international 

student may take the IELTS exam on which 

they must obtain a minimum score of 6.0. If the 

applicant tails to achieve the minimum score for 

regular admission, satisfactory completion of an 

"English as a Second Language" (ESL) course, 

ESL 5323, will be required.  Scores from other 

English proficiency tests may be considered 

if deemed acceptable by MSU’s Graduate 

Catalog. 

Student’s that are admitted contingently are 

eligible to receive Graduate Teaching and 

Graduate Research Assistantships. Within the 

first award enrollment period, the student must 

satisfy the requirements to obtain regular 

admission status. An assistantship award will be 

terminated if these requirements are not met. To 

be removed from contingent status, the student 

must successfully complete the specified 

requirements defined by their graduate 

committee with a grade of B or better for each 

course. Upon completion of the specified 

requirements, removal of the student from the 

contingent status will be documented through a 

letter and signed by the major professor and 

the CEE Graduate Coordinator. This letter 

will be placed in the student's file, and OGS is 

made aware of the change of status.  

Provisional Admission 

Applicants failing to meet the requirements for 

regular or contingent admission may be 

considered for provisional 

admission. Applicants who have undergraduate 

or graduate degrees in engineering-related 

disciplines may be admitted on provisional 

status. The minimum GPA required for 

provisional admission to the CEE graduate 

program is 2.50 (A=4.00). For applicants 

required to demonstrate English proficiency, 

they must obtain a minimum TOEFL score of 

53 iBT. As an alternative, an international 

student may take the IELTS exam on which 



and ESL 5323 will be required. To be removed 

provisional status, the student must complete 

their ESL requirement and earn a 3.00 GPA or 

higher on the first nine graduate credit hours 

taken after admission to the CEE graduate 

program and apply to their Program of Stud. 

Transfer credits cannot be used to satisfy theis 

requirement. Upon completion of the specified 

requirements, removal of the student from the 

provisional status will be reported to OS 

through a letter by the major advisor so-signed 

by the Department Graduate Coordinator. 

While in the provisional status, a student is not 

eligible to hold a graduate assistantship. 

Academic Performance 

The graduate student has primary responsibility 

for understanding, and fully complying with, all 

MSU and CEE graduate policies regarding 

degree requirements and performance 

expectations relative to complete assignments 

as applicable to their graduate. It is also their 

responsibility to inquire and resolve any 

questions they may have regarding these same 

policies and performance 

expectations. Students cannot graduate while 

on provisional status, contingent status, or 

academic probation. 

Academic Probation 

Once admitted to the CEE graduate program, a 

student who fails to maintain a satisfactory 

academic record in terms of GPA, research 

progress (as applicable), and examinations will 

be considered to be on academic probation. At 

the end of each semester, CEE will evaluate the 

records of all CEE graduate students. A student 

not meeting graduation requirements may be 

placed on probation if any of the following 

conditions exist. Remediation of the deficiency 

and removal from probation requires action as 

defined below. 

they must obtain a minimum score of 4.5 If the 

applicant achieves a TOEFL score of 61 or 

above, or IELTS score of 5.5 or above, 

satisfactory completion of two ESL courses, 

ESL 5120 and ESL 5323, will be required. If 

not, satisfactory completion of ESL 5110, 5120, 

and ESL 5323 will be required. Scores from 

other English proficiency tests may be 

considered if deemed acceptable by MSU’s 

Graduate Catalog. 

To be removed provisional status, the student 

must complete their ESL requirement and/or 

earn a 3.00 GPA or higher on the first nine 

graded graduate credit hours taken after 

admission to the CEE graduate program (this 

excludes research hours and Directed 

Individual Study courses) and these courses 

must apply to their Program of Study. Transfer 

credits cannot be used to satisfy this 

requirement. Upon completion of the specified 

requirements, removal of the student from the 

provisional status will be reported to OGS 

through a letter by the major advisor so-signed 

by the CEE Graduate Coordinator. While in the 

provisional status, a student is not eligible to 

hold a graduate assistantship. 

Academic Performance 

The graduate student has primary responsibility 

for understanding, and fully complying with, all 

MSU and CEE graduate policies regarding 

degree requirements and performance 

expectations relative to complete assignments 

as applicable to their graduate. It is also their 

responsibility to inquire and resolve any 

questions they may have regarding these same 

policies and performance expectations. Students 

cannot graduate while on provisional status, 

contingent status, or academic probation. 

Academic Probation 

Once admitted to the CEE graduate program, a 

student who fails to maintain a satisfactory 



Deficiency Resulting in 

Probation and Remedial Action Required for 

Removal from Probation: 

Deficiency: The overall GPA on all graduate 

credit hours completed drops below 3.00. 

Remedial Action: Achieve an overall GPA of 

3.00 or above on all graduate credit hours 

completed within the next 9 credit hours 

completed. 

Deficiency: Obtaining a grade below C on a 

course on the Program of Study. 

Remedial Action: Earn a grade of B or above 

on the course in which the lower grade was 

received or the course replacing it on the 

Program of Study. 

Deficiency: Obtaining a grade of "U" in a 

research course (i.e., CE 8000 or CE 9000). 

Remedial Action: Earn a grade of "S" the next 

time research course hours (i.e., CE 8000 or CE 

9000) are taken by complying with the remedial 

actions set forth by the major professor. 

Deficiency: Failing to pass an examination 

administered by the graduate committee (i.e., 

thesis defense, comprehensive exam, qualifying 

exam, preliminary exam, or dissertation 

defense) 

Remedial Action: Retake and pass the 

examination within the timeframe set forth by 

the graduate committee at the time it was 

failed. 

The student will be advised in writing of their 

academic probation and remedial actions that 

they need to take to be removed from 

probation. 

Dismissal 

At the end of each semester, CEE will evaluate 

the records of all CEE graduate students. A 

academic record in terms of GPA, research 

progress (as applicable), and examinations will 

be considered to be on academic probation. At 

the end of each semester, CEE will evaluate the 

records of all CEE graduate students. A student 

not meeting graduation requirements may be 

placed on probation if any of the following 

conditions exist. Remediation of the deficiency 

and removal from probation requires action as 

defined below. 

Deficiency Resulting in 

Probation and Remedial Action Required for 

Removal from Probation: 

Deficiency: The overall GPA on all graduate 

credit hours completed drops below 3.00. 

Remedial Action: Achieve an overall GPA of 

3.00 or above on all graduate credit hours 

completed within the next 9 credit hours 

completed. 

Deficiency: Obtaining a grade below C on a 

course on the Program of Study. 

Remedial Action: Earn a grade of B or above 

on the course in which the lower grade was 

received or the course replacing it on the 

Program of Study. 

Deficiency: Obtaining a grade of "U" in a 

research course (i.e., CE 8000 or CE 9000). 

Remedial Action: Earn a grade of "S" the next 

time research course hours (i.e., CE 8000 or CE 

9000) are taken by complying with the remedial 

actions set forth by the major professor. 

Deficiency: Failing to pass an examination 

administered by the graduate committee (i.e., 

thesis defense, comprehensive exam, qualifying 

exam, preliminary exam, or dissertation 

defense) 

Remedial Action: Retake and pass the 

examination within six months after the time it 

was failed. 



student may be dismissed from the CEE 

graduate program if: 

• they were admitted contingent status 

due to deficiencies in prerequisite 

coursework and fails to make 

satisfactory progress toward completion 

of prerequisites. 

• they were admitted on provisional status 

and makes less than a B in completion 

of the first nine hours of graduate 

studies. 

• they were on academic probation and 

unable to meet all requirements for 

good academic standing by the 

completion of the next nine hours of 

progress toward the degree. 

• The student makes a grade of D or F in 

a graduate or undergraduate course 

attempted while in the CEE graduation 

program. 

• A student making a second U grade. 

• A student fails to achieve satisfactory 

results following the second attempt of 

any examination administered by the 

graduate committee. 

Reapplying 

Graduate students who have not registered for 

courses during three consecutive regular 

semesters (i.e., fall and spring semesters) will 

need to submit a new application to the 

Graduate School and be readmitted before they 

resume graduate studies. 

 

The student will be advised in writing of their 

academic probation and remedial actions that 

they need to take to be removed from probation. 

Dismissal 

At the end of each semester, CEE will evaluate 

the records of all CEE graduate students. A 

student may be dismissed from the CEE 

graduate program if: 

• they were admitted contingent status 

due to deficiencies in prerequisite 

coursework and fails to make 

satisfactory progress toward completion 

of prerequisites. 

• they were admitted on provisional status 

and makes less than a B in completion 

of the first nine hours of graduate 

studies or fail to satisfactorily 

complete the ESL courses required in 

their provisional admission. 

• they were on academic probation and 

unable to meet all requirements for good 

academic standing by the completion of 

the next nine hours of progress toward 

the degree. 

• The student makes a second D or F 

grade in a graduate or undergraduate 

course attempted while in the CEE 

graduate program. 

• A student making a second U grade. 

• A student fails to achieve satisfactory 

results following the second attempt of 

any examination administered by the 

graduate committee. 

Reapplying 

Graduate students who have not registered for 

courses during three consecutive regular 

semesters (i.e., fall and spring semesters) will 

need to submit a new application to the 

Graduate School and be readmitted before they 

resume graduate studies. 



 

Master of Science in Civil 

Engineering - Thesis 

Graduate-level coursework 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 24 

CE courses (12 hours including a 

minimum of 9 at the Full Graduate-

level) 

 

Engineering courses (a minimum of 

15 hours ) 

 

CE 

8000 

Thesis Research/ Thesis in 

Civil & Environmental 

Engineering 

6 

Total Hours 30 
1 A minimum of 12 hours on the Program of 

Study at the full-graduate level is required 

(courses numbered 7000, 8000, 9000). 

2 A maximum of 6 graduate hours in Business 

can be approved. 

3 A maximum of 6 hours at the 7000-level can 

be approved. 

4 A maximum of 9 hours taken as an 

Unclassified graduate student can be approved. 

5 A total of 9 graduate hours may be transferred 

from another university. 

Master of Science in Civil 

Engineering - Non-Thesis 

Graduate-level coursework 1, 2, 3, 4,5 33 

Master of Science in Civil 

Engineering - Thesis 

Graduate-level coursework 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 24 

CE courses (12 hours including a 

minimum of 9 at the Full Graduate-

level) 

 

Engineering courses (a minimum of 

15 hours ) 

 

CE 

8000 

Thesis Research/ Thesis in 

Civil & Environmental 

Engineering 

6 

Total Hours 30 
1 A minimum of 12 hours on the Program of 

Study at the full-graduate level is required 

(courses numbered 7000 and 8000). 

2 A maximum of 6 graduate hours in Business 

can be approved. 

3 A maximum of 6 hours at the 7000-level can 

be approved. 

4 A maximum of 9 hours taken as an 

Unclassified graduate student can be approved. 

5 A total of 12 graduate hours may be 

transferred from another university or shared 

with another degree program at the same 

level at MSU. Transferred credits shall not 

be previously used to satisfy the 

requirements of an earned degree.  The 

total of shared and transfer credit hours 

applied to the coursework requirement 

cannot exceed 12 credit hours. 

http://catalog.msstate.edu/search/?P=CE%208000
http://catalog.msstate.edu/search/?P=CE%208000
http://catalog.msstate.edu/search/?P=CE%208000
http://catalog.msstate.edu/search/?P=CE%208000


CE courses (18 hours including a 

minimum of 12 at the full graduate-

level) 

 

Engineering courses ( a minimum of 

18 hours) 

 

Total Hours 33 
1 A minimum of 15 hours on the Program of 

Study at the full graduate-level is required 

(courses numbered 7000, 8000, 9000). 

2 A maximum of 6 graduate hours in Business 

can be approved. 

3 A maximum of 6 hours at the 7000-level can 

be approved. 

4 A maximum of 9 hours taken as an 

Unclassified graduate student can be approved. 

5 A total of 9 graduate hours may be transferred 

from another university. 

1. Students cannot graduate while on 

provisional status, contingent status, or 

academic probation. 

2. A graduate student cannot graduate with 

more than 6 credit hours of C grades earned for 

all courses since admission to the program, 

including those outside the program of study. 

3. A student cannot graduate with an 

Incomplete ("I") grade, regardless of whether it 

is on the program of study or not. The 

Incomplete grade must be rectified so that a 

grade can be assigned and an overall GPA 

determined for graduation eligibility. 

4. Students electing the thesis-option M.S. are 

expected to prepare at least one manuscript 

acceptable to the major professor peer-reviewed 

journals or conferences. 

5. Thesis students are expected to successfully 

pass their thesis defense as administered by 

their graduate committee. 

Master of Science in Civil 

Engineering - Non-Thesis 

Graduate-level coursework 1, 2, 3, 4,5 33 

CE courses (18 hours including a 

minimum of 12 at the full graduate-

level) 

 

Engineering courses (a minimum of 

18 hours) 

 

Total Hours 33 
1 A minimum of 15 hours on the Program of 

Study at the full graduate-level is required 

(courses numbered 7000 and 8000). 

2 A maximum of 6 graduate hours in Business 

can be approved. 

3 A maximum of 6 hours at the 7000-level can 

be approved. 

4 A maximum of 9 hours taken as an 

Unclassified graduate student can be approved. 

5 A total of 12 graduate hours may be 

transferred from another university or shared 

with another degree program at the same 

level at MSU. Transferred credits shall not 

be previously used to satisfy the 

requirements of an earned degree.  The 

total of shared and transfer credit hours 

applied to the coursework requirement 

cannot exceed 12 credit hours. 

1. Students cannot graduate while on 

provisional status, contingent status, or 

academic probation. 

2. A graduate student cannot graduate with 

more than 6 credit hours of C grades earned for 

all courses since admission to the program, 

including those outside the program of study. 

3. A student cannot graduate with an 

Incomplete ("I") grade, regardless of whether it 

is on the program of study or not. The 



6. Non-thesis students must successfully pass a 

comprehensive (exit) examination administered 

by the graduate committee. The format for this 

examination will be one of two options as 

agreed to by the student and graduate 

committee: 

• Project and examination - A project will be 

completed as a Directed Individual Study 

(up to 6 credit hours) in partial fulfillment 

of the degree requirements. A written report 

on the project will be submitted and a 

formal oral presentation of the work will be 

made to the graduate committee. The 

comprehensive examination results will be 

based on the committee's inquisitive 

evaluation of this work. 

or 

• Examination only - An inquisitive review of 

all graduate coursework and core 

competency areas will be conducted by the 

graduate committee. The format and 

content of the exam is at the discretion of 

the committee and the comprehensive 

examination results will be based on the 

committee's evaluation of the student's 

performance. 

 

7. The time limit on credits earned that can be 

accepted toward fulfilling the requirements for 

a Master of Science degree is eight years. The 

years are counted from the semester and year 

of admission. Example: If a master's student 

was admitted in spring 2018, the student's time 

expires in fall 2025. Extensions may be 

requested of the Graduate School with 

reasonable justification and if the coursework 

in question is still relevant to the field of study. 

8. Transferred credits are those earned at 

another university. Shared credits are defined 

as those credits earned to MSU. As approved 

by the student's committee, a total of 9. shared 

and transferred credit hours can be used 

towards a degree. Also, a maximum of 9 credit 

hours can be shared between two degrees of the 

same level. Students who transition from an 

Incomplete grade must be rectified so that a 

grade can be assigned and an overall GPA 

determined for graduation eligibility. 

4. Students electing the thesis-option M.S. are 

expected to prepare at least one manuscript 

acceptable to the major professor peer-reviewed 

journals or conferences. 

5. Thesis students are expected to successfully 

pass their thesis defense as administered by 

their graduate committee. 

• 6. Non-thesis students must successfully 

pass a comprehensive (exit) examination 

administered by the graduate committee 

following the procedure set forth in the 

CEE Graduate Studies Policy.  

 

7. The time limit on credits earned that can be 

accepted toward fulfilling the requirements for 

a Master of Science degree follows the 

requirements set forth in MSU’s Graduate 

Catalog. 

8. Transferred credits are those earned at 

another university. Shared credits are 

defined as those credits earned in another 

graduate program at MSU that are now 

being applied to an additional graduate 

degree program at MSU.  As approved by 

the student's committee, a maximum of 12 

credit hours of the coursework requirement 

can be met with transfer credits.  

Transferred credits shall not be previously 

used to satisfy the requirements of an earned 

degree.  Also, with committee approval, up to 

12 credit hours of the program may be 

shared between degree programs at the same 

level.  The total of shared and transfer credit 

applied to the coursework requirement 

cannot exceed 12 credit hours. Students who 

transition from an Unclassified Admission 

status into the degree program may apply up 

to nine hours taken while Unclassified 

regardless of whether they are transferring 

or sharing credits.  Thesis research credit 



Unclassified Admission status into a degree 

program may apply up to 9 hours taken while 

Unclassified regardless of whether they are 

transferring or sharing credits. 

Doctor of Philosophy in 

Engineering with Civil 

Engineering Concentration 

1. Students cannot graduate while on 

provisional status, contingent status, or 

academic probation. 

2. For students with an acceptable M.S. degree, 

a minimum of 18 hours of coursework 

approved by their committee and a minimum of 

20 hours of research (CE 9000) are required. 

3. For students admitted without an acceptable 

M.S. degree (i.e., Direct Admission Ph.D. 

students), there are three degree requirements 

options as outlined here: 

1. Awarded a Ph.D. and a Non-Thesis 

Option M.S. by completing a required 

minimum 51 hours of credit coursework 

and 20 dissertation hours (CE 9000) for 

a total of 71 minimum credit hours. 

2. Awarded a Ph.D. and a Thesis-Option 

M.S. by completing a required 

minimum of 42 credit coursework, 6 

thesis hours (CE 8000), and 20 

dissertation hours (CE 9000) for a total 

of 68 minimum credit hours. 

3. Awarded Ph.D. by completing a 

required minimum of 42 hours of credit 

coursework and 20 dissertation hours 

(CE 9000) for a total of 62 minimum 

credit hours. 

In addition, of the courses completed, the 

following minimums are required: 

hours cannot be transferred unless there is 

an MOU in place that governs the student’s 

situation. 

Doctor of Philosophy in 

Engineering with Civil 

Engineering Concentration 

1. Students cannot graduate while on 

provisional status, contingent status, or 

academic probation. 

2. For students with an acceptable M.S. degree, 

a minimum of 24 hours of coursework 

approved by their committee and a minimum of 

20 hours of research (CE 9000) are required. 

3. For students admitted without an acceptable 

M.S. degree (i.e., Direct Admission Ph.D. 

students), there are three degree requirements 

options as outlined here: 

1. Awarded a Ph.D. and a Non-Thesis 

Option M.S. by completing a 

required minimum 57 hours of credit 

coursework and 20 dissertation 

hours (CE 9000) for a total of 77 

minimum credit hours. The student 

needs to submit a sperate 

application and be admitted for 

dual enrollment in the M.S. 

program at least one semester 

before earning the M.S. degree.   

2. Awarded a Ph.D. and a Thesis-

Option M.S. by completing a 

required minimum of 48 credit 

coursework, 6 thesis hours (CE 

8000), and 20 dissertation hours (CE 

9000) for a total of 74 minimum 

credit hours. The student needs to 

submit a sperate application and 

be admitted for dual enrollment in 

the M.S. program at least one 

semester before earning the M.S. 

degree.   



• 12 hours in CE courses, 9 of which are 

at the full graduate-level (courses 

numbered 7000, 8000, and 9000). 

• 12 hours at the full graduate-level, and 

• 15 hours in Engineering. 

4. A graduate student cannot graduate with 

more than 6 credit hours of C grades earned for 

all courses since admission to the program, 

including those outside the Program of Study. 

5. A student cannot graduate with an 

Incomplete ("I") grade, regardless of whether it 

is on the program of study or not. The 

Incomplete grade must be rectified so that a 

grade can be assigned and an overall GA 

determined for graduation eligibility. 

6. Students are required to pass three 

examinations: 

• Qualifying Exam (Entrance Exam) - 

This examination is taken before 

complete of 9 credit hours of 

coursework beyond M.S. (30 credit 

hours of coursework for Direct 

Admission Ph.D. students) after 

admission to the program. The 

examination will be in a format 

specified by the student's major 

professor. The student's major professor 

may require that the exam be taken 

earlier, given reasonable notice. The 

student must be enrolled during the 

semester in which the exam is taken. 

• Written Preliminary Exam - This 

examination is taken after the student 

completes, or is within 6 credit hours of 

completing, the coursework on the 

Program of Study approved by the 

graduate committee at the time of the 

examination. The examination will be in 

a format specified by the student's 

graduate committee. 

• Oral Comprehensive Exam - This 

examination is taken after the Written 

3. Awarded Ph.D. (M.S. earned 

previously) by completing a 

required minimum of 48 hours of 

credit coursework and 20 

dissertation hours (CE 9000) for a 

total of 68 minimum credit hours. 

In addition, of the courses completed, the 

following minimums are required: 

• 12 hours in CE courses, 9 of which are 

at the full graduate-level (courses 

numbered 7000 and 8000). 

• 50% hours at the full graduate-level, and 

• 15 hours in Engineering. 

4. A graduate student cannot graduate with 

more than 6 credit hours of C grades earned for 

all courses since admission to the program, 

including those outside the Program of Study. 

5. A student cannot graduate with an 

Incomplete ("I") grade, regardless of whether it 

is on the program of study or not. The 

Incomplete grade must be rectified so that a 

grade can be assigned and an overall GA 

determined for graduation eligibility. 

6. Students are required to pass three 

examinations: 

• Qualifying Exam (Entrance Exam) - 

This examination is taken before 

completion of 9 credit hours of 

coursework beyond M.S. (30 credit 

hours of coursework for Direct 

Admission Ph.D. students) after 

admission to the program. The 

examination will be in a format 

specified by the student's major 

professor. The student's major professor 

may require that the exam be taken 

earlier, given reasonable notice. The 

student must be enrolled during the 

semester in which the exam is taken. 



Preliminary Exam. After successfully 

passing the Written Preliminary and 

Oral Comprehensive Exams, the student 

becomes a Ph.D. Candidate. The 

examination will be in a format 

specified by the student's graduate 

committee. 

7. The student is required to produce and 

defend a dissertation. The student must submit 

a draft dissertation to the graduate committee at 

least two weeks before its defense. The student 

must subsequently defend the dissertation, 

acceptably address all comments and required 

changes in the document, and submit a final 

dissertation acceptable to the graduate 

committee, MSU Library, and the Office of the 

Graduate School. 

8. From the work completed during Ph.D. 

studies, students are required to prepare at least 

two manuscripts suitable for submission to 

peer-reviewed journals and acceptable to the 

major professor. 

9. The time limit on credits earned that can be 

accepted toward fulfilling the requirements for 

a Ph.D. is five years following satisfactory 

completion of the Preliminary and 

Comprehensive Exams. Extensions may be 

requested of the Graduate School with 

reasonable justification if the coursework in 

question is still relevant to the field of study. 

10. Transferred credits are those earned at 

another university. Shared credits are defined 

as those credits earned at MSU. As approved 

by the student's committee, a total of 9 shared 

and transferred credit hours can be used 

toward a degree. Also, a maximum of 9 credit 

hours can be shared between two degrees of the 

same level. Students who transition from 

an Unclassified Admission status into a degree 

program may apply up to 9 hours taken while 

• Written Preliminary Exam - This 

examination is taken after the student 

completes, or is within 6 credit hours of 

completing, the coursework on the 

Program of Study approved by the 

graduate committee at the time of the 

examination. The examination will be in 

a format specified by the student's 

graduate committee. 

• Oral Comprehensive Exam - This 

examination is taken after the Written 

Preliminary Exam. After successfully 

passing the Written Preliminary and 

Oral Comprehensive Exams, the student 

becomes a Ph.D. Candidate. The 

examination will be in a format 

specified by the student's graduate 

committee. 

7. The student is required to produce and 

defend a dissertation. The student must submit a 

draft dissertation to the graduate committee at 

least two weeks before its defense. The student 

must subsequently defend the dissertation, 

acceptably address all comments and required 

changes in the document, and submit a final 

dissertation acceptable to the graduate 

committee, MSU Library, and the Office of the 

Graduate School. 

8. From the work completed during Ph.D. 

studies, students are required to prepare at least 

two manuscripts suitable for submission to 

peer-reviewed journals and acceptable to the 

major professor. 

9. The time limit on credits earned that can be 

accepted toward fulfilling the requirements for 

a Ph.D. follows the requirements set forth in 

MSU’s Graduate Catalog. 

10. Transferred credits are those earned at 

another university. Shared credits are 

defined as those credits earned in another 

graduate program at MSU that are now 

being applied to an additional graduate 



Unclassified regardless of whether they are 

transferring or sharing credits. 

 

degree program at MSU.  As approved by 

the student's committee, a maximum of 50% 

of the coursework requirement can be met 

with transfer credits.  Transferred credits 

shall not be previously used to satisfy the 

requirements of an earned degree.  Also, 

with committee approval, up to 50% of the 

required credit hours of the program may be 

shared from a previous doctoral degree 

program.  The total of shared and transfer 

credits applied to the coursework 

requirement cannot exceed 50% of the 

requirement. Students who transition from 

an Unclassified Admission status into the 

degree program may apply up to nine hours 

taken while Unclassified regardless of 

whether they are transferring or sharing 

credits. Dissertation research credit hours 

cannot be transferred unless there is an 

MOU in place governing the student's 

situation. 
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Memorandum 

To: File 

From: Dr. Dennis D. Truax, P.E., DEE, D.WRE, F.ASCE, F.NSPE 
Director and Professor 
James T. White Endowed Chair 
Co-Chair, CEE Graduate Curriculum Committee 

Date: January 8, 2021 

Subject: Graduate Degree Modification 
Doctor of Philosophy, Major: Engineering, Concentration: Civil Engineering 

Prior to the December 3, 2019, CEE faculty meeting, the faculty were informed that 
changes were needed to bring the requirements for a PhD in Engineering with a Civil 
Engineering concentration in line with the requirements of the Bagley College of 
Engineering and the Office of the Graduate School.  During that faculty meeting, 
changes were discussed and options evaluated.   

At that the faculty, working as a graduate curriculum committee of the whole and with 
the unit head and Graduate Coordinator acting as the co-chairs of the committee, the 
group unanimously agreed that changes were to be made and that the Graduate 
Coordinator, in consultation with the unit head and the college administration, would 
develop the required documentation to comply with those changes.   

Once finalized, the appropriate formal documentation would be submitted to UCCC to 
finalize the changes agreed upon.  Once finalized and approved by the college, it is 
forwarded with our approval and a recommendation for endorsement.   This final stage, 
prior to submission, was completed at the beginning of 2021, and the paperwork is to 
be submitted during the spring 2021 semester. 

Endorsed and Confirmed: 

Dr. Farshid Vahedifard, P.E., F.ASCE 
CEE Advisory Board Endowed Professor and Associate Professor 
Co-Chair, CEE Graduate Curriculum Committee 














