
                                                   A MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE:  October 4, 2013 
 
TO: UCCC Members 
 
FROM:  Kirk Swortzel, Chair 
 
SUBJECT: October 18, 2013 Meeting 
 
 
Enclosed are the minutes from the meeting on September 20, 2013 and the agenda and 
course proposals for the meeting on Friday, October 18, 2013 at 1:30 p.m.  The October 
meeting will be held in Room 324 of the Student Union.  Please contact the UCCC 
office if you are unable to attend. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Enclosures: September 20, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

Course/Curriculum Proposals 



AGENDA 
UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON COURSES AND CURRICULA 

October 18, 2013 
 

1. Welcome 
2. Approval of minutes 
3. Course proposals by college/school: 
  
AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES 
Modification FNH 4353/6353 Nutrition Throughout the Life Cycle 
Add+Distance FNH 8673 Applied Projects for Certified Health Education Specialists 

 
ARCHITECTURE, ART AND DESIGN 
Add ARC 4613/6613 CREATE Common Ground 

 
ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Add AN 8123 Environmental Anthropology  
Add AN 8193 Current Cultural Theory 
Modify ART 4083 Senior Research 
Modify ART 4093 Senior Thesis 
Modify ART 4620/6620 Advanced Studio - Printmaking 
Add+Distance GR 8453 Quantitative Analysis in Climatology 
Add GR 8843 Advanced Mesoscale Meterology 
Modification PHI 2123 Medical Ethics 
Delete REL 4253/6253 Religion in America 

   
ENGINEERING 
+Distance ECE 3443 Signals and Systems 
 
HONORS  
Add+ Gen. Ed. HON 3143 Honors Seminar in Social Science 

 
VETERINARY MEDICINE 
Add CVM 5364    Veterinary Specialty Center Rotation 
 
4.  Degree proposals by college/school: 
 
AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES 
Modification MS Food, Science, Nutrition, & Health Promotion:  Health Promotion  

 
ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Modification  BFA Art 
Modification  BA English 
Modification  MS Chemistry 
Modification Ph.D. Chemistry 

 
VETERINARY MEDICINE 
Modification DVM Veterinary Science 

 



5.   Resubmitted Proposals  
 
EDUCATION 
Tech. Change EP 2013 Introduction to Exercise Science 
Delete EP 6113 Fitness Programs and Testing Procedures 
Tech. Change EP 8263 Exercise Biochemistry 
Addition KI 8913 Doctoral Seminar in Exercise Science 
Addition KI 8923 Doctoral Seminar in Sports Studies 
Delete PE 6163 Principles & Methods of Secondary School Health & Physical Ed.  
Delete PE 8193 Professional Preparation in Physical Education 
Delete PE 8213 Problems in the Administration of Athletics 
Delete PE 8623 Seminar in School Health 
 

 
6.     Resubmitted Degrees 
 
EDUCATION 
Add Ph.D. Kinesiology 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



University Committee on Course and Curricula 
Mississippi State University 

September 20, 2013 
 

 
Present:   Tyler Camp, Russell Carr, Amy Crumpton, Dana Franz, Kathy Gilliland, Kevin Hunt, Rob 

Moore,  Kelly Moser, Bob Otondo, Emily Owen, Tommy Parker, Melinda Pilkinton, John 
Riggins, John Rigsby,  Wes Schilling, Kathy Sherman‐Morris, Sunny Patel,  Jack Smith, 
Barry Stewart, Pam Sullivan, Summer Smith,  Barry Stewart,  Kirk Swortzel, Jenny Turner, 
Mark Welch, Bob Wolverton 

 
Excused:  Amy Adkerson, Dipangkar Dutta, Mitzy Johnson, Pat Matthes, James Warnock, Vemitra 

White   
 
Proxy:  Josie Guerry  for Jim Fowler, Jenny Hartness for Mitzy Johnson, Robert Wolverton, Jr. for 

Pat Matthes 
 
Absent:   Ben Magbanua 
 
Guests:  Hart Bailey, Mary Beck, Albert Bisson, Karen Coats, Xiangshan Cui, Andy Ezell, Jim 

Giesen, Richard Human, Mark Lawrence, Marian Montgomery, Lynda Moore, Chander 
Sharma, Cade Smith, Rick Travis, Kelley Wamsley 

 
Swortzel called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. on Friday, September 20th in room 324 of the Student 
Union.  Swortzel  introduced the new committee members.  Swortzel reviewed the mission of the 
committee and the committee’s procedures.   Stewart moved to approve the minutes from the 
meetings on April 19, 2013 and April 30, 2013.  Franz seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved 
unanimously.  
 
Carr moved to approve the addition of PO 3423, PO 3433, PO 4512/6512, and FNH 4512/6512.  Otondo 
seconded the motion.  Dr. Mary Beck, Dr. Kelly Wamsley and Dr. Chander Sharma were present in 
support of the proposals.  A committee member was concerned that on PO 4512/6512 and FNH 
4512/6512, the graduate level methods of evaluation in the course outlines and syllabi do not match. 
Another committee member mentioned that the Department of Food Science, Nutrition, and Health 
Promotions  requested  the wording in the proposals be changed to reflect the courses were poultry 
classes instead of general  food  science classes.  Some of the wording was changed, but not all of the 
wording was changed.   Carr moved to divide the question and vote on PO 3423 and PO 3433 together 
and then vote on PO 4512/6512 and FNH 4512/6512 together.  Hunt seconded the motion.  The motion 
to divide the question passed unanimously.  Dana Franz moved to approve PO 3423 and PO 3433.   
Stewart seconded the motion.  The motion to approve PO 3423 and PO 3433 passed unanimously.  
Franz moved to pass PO 4512/6512 and FNH 4512/6512 contingent upon the above mentioned 
concerns being addressed.   Stewart seconded the motion.  The motion to pass contingent was 
approved with one committee member abstaining.   
 
Carr moved to approve the addition of HI 3343, and Kathy Sherman‐Morris seconded the motion.  Dr. 
Jim Giesen and Dr. Cade Smith were present in support of the proposal.  Committee members 
questioned why the method of instruction was designated as lecture/lab in the proposal.  Dr. Giesen and 



Dr. Smith responded that the class will be 1½ hours lecture and 1½ hours field work.  The motion to 
approve passed unanimously.  
 
Carr moved to approve the distance delivery of MA 8463, and Welch seconded the motion.  Committee 
members were concerned that there was not an equivalency chart to compare the Campus 1 and 
Campus 5 courses.  Committee members also questioned how on‐line feedback will be handled and how 
the midterm and final exams will be administered.  Schilling moved to pass the distance delivery of MA 
8463 contingent upon the above mentioned concerns being addressed.  Stewart seconded the motion.  
The motion to pass contingent was approved unanimously. 
 
Carr moved to approve the addition of REL 3103. Stewart seconded the motion.  Dr. Albert Bisson was 
present in support of the proposal.  The motion to approve passed unanimously. 
 
Carr moved to approve the addition of FLC 1113, FLC 1123, FLC 2133, and FLC 2143.  Schilling seconded 
the motion.  Dr. Rick Travis and Xiangshan Cui were present in support of the proposals.  Committee 
members asked why the letters of support were not attached to the proposals.  Since these proposals 
were tabled at an earlier meeting, the committee determined the letters of support are attached to the 
previous proposals.  The motion to approve passed unanimously. 
 
Sherman‐Morris moved to approve the modification to the Bachelor of Science in Broadcast 
Meteorology.  Schilling seconded the motion.  A committee member explained that this proposal 
deleted one concentration.  The motion to approve the modification passed unanimously. 
 
Rigsby moved to approve the modification to the Master of Professional Accountancy.  Sherman‐Morris 
seconded the motion.  The motion to approve the modification passed unanimously. 
 
Franz moved to approve the modification of EDS 3411, and Moser seconded the motion.  A committee 
member explained the proposal deleted a co‐requisite.  The motion to approve passed unanimously. 
 
Moser moved to approve the deletion of the Bachelor of Science in Speech Education.  Franz seconded 
the motion.  The motion to delete was approved passed unanimously. 
 
Franz moved to approve the modification of MU 1010.  Crumpton seconded the motion.  Dr. Richard 
Human was present in support of the proposal.  Committee members questioned why the proposal 
indicates the course can be repeated for credit while the credit hours for this course are zero.  It was 
explained that this type of class is required for accreditation purposes.  The motion to approve passed 
with two committee members abstaining.    
 
Franz moved to approve the addition of MU 2951.  Crumpton seconded the motion.  Dr. Richard Human 
was present in support of the proposal.  Committee members expressed concern that there was no 
hourly breakdown in the proposal description.  The motion to approve passed with two committee 
members abstaining. 
 
Hunt moved to approve the addition of FO 4771.  Smith seconded the motion.  Dr. Andy Ezell was 
present in support of the motion.  Committee members asked why this was a 4000 level  course.  
 Dr. Ezell explained that the course was developed to give juniors and seniors an opportunity to learn 
what industry positions are available.  The motion to approve passed unanimously. 
 



Carr moved to approve the modifications to the Master of Science in Veterinary Medical Science, the 
Ph.D. in Veterinary Medical Science, and the Ph.D. in Environmental Toxicology.  Rigsby seconded the 
motion.  Dr. Hart Bailey and Dr. Mark Lawrence were present in support of the proposals.  The 
committee discussed whether the 60 hours required beyond a MS degree and the 90 hours required 
beyond a BS degree were the appropriate number of hours required for these degrees.  Members of the 
committee also discussed whether the minimum of 24 hours in course work is too low an amount of 
course work and if that would cause too many dissertation hours for these degrees.  It was pointed out 
that students who graduate with a Ph.D. must have 18 hours with their discipline to teach in a university 
setting.  Committee members discussed whether these were questions for the Graduate Council to 
address instead of the UCCC.  Schilling called the question. Stewart objected to voting on all of the 
proposals together and moved to divide the questions.  Schilling seconded the motion.  The committee 
voted unanimously to divide the questions.  The motion to approve the modification of the MS in 
Veterinary Medical Science passed unanimously.  The motion to approve the modification Ph.D. in 
Veterinary Medical Science passed unanimously.  The motion to approve the Ph.D. in Environmental 
Toxicology passed unanimously.   
 
Otondo moved to approve the modification of CVM 8061 and the additions of CVM 8071 and CVM 8081. 
The motion to approve the modification of CVM 8061, and the additions of CVM 8071 and CVM 8081 
passed unanimously. 
 
Schilling moved to adjourn the meeting.  Crumpton seconded the motion.  The motion to adjourn the 
meeting passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
  

 































































































































APPROVAL FORM FOR 

COURSES 
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY         

NOTE:  This form is a cover sheet that must accompany the course change proposal.  The actual proposal should be 
prepared in accordance with format requirements provided in the Guide and Format for Curriculum Proposals published 
by the UCCC.  Both cover sheet and proposal should be submitted, along with all required copies, to UCCC, Garner Hall, 
Room 279, Mail Stop 9702. 
 
College or School:     Arts & Sciences                         Department:   Anthropology & Middle Eastern Cultures         	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	                                   
 
Contact Person:               David Hoffman           Mail Stop       9557         E-mail: dhoffman@anthro.msstate.edu                            
                                                                                                                            
Nature of Change:      Course Addition                             Date Initiated:   9/25/13              Effective Date:  1/1/14          	  	  	               
 
Current Listing in Catalog:  
    Symbol  Number   Title                            Credit Hours 
                         (        ) 
 
Current Catalog Description: 
                
 
    
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
New or Modified Listing for Catalog: 
 Symbol  Number   Title                           Credit Hours 
  AN 8193  Current Cultural Theory                   (    3   ) 
 
New or Modified Catalog Description: 
 
AN 8193. Current Cultural Theory (3) (Prerequisite: None). Three hours face to face. The study of contemporary theoretical 
perspectives and problems in cultural anthropology.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:                                                                   Date: 
___________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Department Head 
 
__________________ _________________________ ________________________________________ 
Chair, College or School Curriculum Committee 
 
___________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Dean of College or School 
 
___________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Chair, University Committee on Courses and Curricula 
 
___________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Chair, Graduate Council (if applicable) 
 
___________________________________________ ________________________________________ 

Chair, Deans Council 





 1 

COURSE ADDITION 
COURSE PROPOSAL FOR AN 8193 Current Cultural Theory 

Department of Anthropology and Middle Eastern Cultures 
 

A. Course Addition 
 
 1. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
 

AN 8193. Current Cultural Theory (3) (Prerequisite: None). Three hours face to 
face. The study of contemporary theoretical perspectives and problems in cultural 
anthropology.  

 
 2. DETAILED COURSE OUTLINE OF CAMPUS 1 

 
The syllabus for the class on campus for Fall 2012 is attached. This syllabus 
includes a detailed outline and schedule of the topics covered and assignments 
required of students in this course. 

 
Content Area Face-to-Face 
Course Introduction, What 
makes a good seminar?  

1 contact hour (lectures, film, discussion 
questions) 

Marx, Weber and Durkheim 3 contact hours (lectures, film, discussion 
questions) 

Cultural Anthropology is a 
science or humanities?: 
Symbolic / Interpretive vs. 
Materialist Approaches 

3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Cultural Anthropology, science 
or 
humanities?:Interdisciplinary, 
Reflexivity, and Relativism 

3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Ethnography and Writing 3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Orientalism 3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Postmodernism 3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

The Crisis of Representation 3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Gender 3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Discussion of Midterm Essays 1 contact hour (discussion questions) 
Post-colonial theory 3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 

questions) 
Globalization I: Multi-Sited 
Ethnography, Ethnoscapes, and 
Transnationalism  

3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Globalization II: Friction, 
Analyzing Local / Global 
Interaction in Ethnography 

3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Practice Theory 3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 
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Historical / Political Economy 3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Activism 3 contact hours (lectures, discussion 
questions) 

Final Exam Essay Discussion 1 contact hour (discussion questions) 
Total  45 contact hours 
  

    
 

3. METHOD OF EVALUATION 
  Assessment will be based on the following: 
 

CLASS PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE   10% 
ONLINE FORUM QUESTIONS    10% 
SEMINAR LEADERSHIP     20% 
BI-WEEKLY SUMMARY / DISCUSSION PAPER  20% 
MID-TERM TAKE HOME EXAM / ESSAY  20%  
FINAL TAKE HOME EXAM / ESSAY    20% 
                   100% 
 
 

  Grading Scale: 
  A = 90% and above 
  B = 80% - 89% 
  C = 70% - 79% 
  D = 60% - 69% 
  F = Below 60%  
  
 4. JUSTIFICATION FOR OFFERING and LEARNING OUTCOME 
  

The purpose of this course is to cover the major developments in cultural 
anthropology theory from the mid-20th century to the beginning of the 21st. The 
course engages with the important theoretical shifts and debates that have 
occurred in the discipline. In particular, the course will focus on the discipline’s 
difficult relationship with scientific objectivism and positivism vis-à-vis the rise 
of interpretive / humanistic approaches. As well, the course covers the challenges 
wrought by postmodern and Orientalist critiques, and traces how cultural 
anthropologists reacted via the crisis of representation, the reflexive turn, as well 
as a renewed focus on ethnographic writing and postcolonial theory. The course 
provides an overview of how cultural anthropology theory and practice have 
coped with the challenges created by globalization. Finally, the course covers the 
relationship between anthropology and activism. In sum, the course provides our 
MA level students with a solid background for understanding current theoretical 
trends in cultural anthropology. By the end of the course the students will be 
aware of and comfortable with current disciplinary “conversations.”  
 
The subdiscipline of cultural anthropology has changed significantly since the 
mid-20th century. This course is designed to inform our students about these 
changes and prepare them for becoming professional cultural anthropologists. 
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This class provides theoretical training at the graduate level study on topics of 
importance to the discipline, which will prepare our MA students for their 
professional lives.  
 
This class was offered as a special topics class during the fall of 2012 with good 
enrollment from anthropology graduate students. 

 
   
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
  The learning outcomes of this course are: 

• Introduce foundational theories applicable to current trends in the 
discipline. 

• Overview important critiques of the practice of ethnographic research 
• Understand the Orientalist and postmodern turn, the focus on writing 

ethnography and the concept of ethnographic authority and validity. 
• Engage with the Crisis of Representation and discuss the ways that doing 

cultural anthropology research and writing were affected. 
• Trace the internal and external critiques of the subdiscipline 
• Understand the impacts on cultural anthropology method and theory 

created by globalization 
• Investigate alternative approaches for cultural anthropology research and 

writing 
• Understand how the subdiscipline views activism and engaged scholarship 

 
5.   Academic Misconduct 

Students are informed in the syllabus and on the first day of class (see attached 
syllabus) about MSUs academic misconduct policy and the Honor Code. The 
instructor discusses these issues, especially plagiarism and encourages students to 
ask questions. The syllabus also contains the website address of Mississippi State 
University’s Honor Code. 

 
 6.  Target Audience 

This course is aimed at graduate students in our MA program in Applied 
Anthropology that will be on the “cultural” track. It will be a required course for 
all students who will be conducting research and writing a thesis in applied 
cultural anthropology. Students in AMEC’s applied anthropology program are the 
primary targets, but is relevant to those in other disciplines including, but not 
limited to, the following: sociology, history, international business, political 
science, and psychology. 

 
 7.  Support 

See attached letter of support from the Department of Anthropology and Middle 
Eastern Cultures with appropriate signatures from department faculty. 
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David Hoffman will be the instructor of record for this class. He has taught the 
class as a special topics course previously. There are no additional requirements 
for library support, nor laboratories and equipment required. This class does not 
require any additional funds for setting up and continuing the course. 

   
8. INSTRUCTOR of RECORD 

 
  David Hoffman is the instructor of record for AN 8193 Dr. Hoffman was trained 

in cultural anthropology at the University of Colorado–Boulder.  
   
 

9. PLANNED FREQUENCY 
 
  AN 8193 will be offered every other fall beginning with the fall 2014 semester. 
  
 10.  EXPLANATION of any DUPLICATION 
   
  There is no duplication of material in the course. 
  
 11.  METHOD of INSTRUCTION CODE 
   
  S: Seminar 
 
  METHOD of DELIVERY 
  F: Face to Face 
 
 13.  PROPOSED C.I.P. NUMBER 45.0201 
 

The Proposed C.I.P. Number for AN 8193 Current Cultural Theory is  
 
 14.  PROPOSED 24-CHARACTER ABBREVIATION 
  
  The proposed abbreviation for AN 8193 is Current Cultural Theory 
 
 15. PROPOSED SEMESTER EFFECTIVE 
 
  Fall 2013 
 
 16.  OTHER APPROPRIATE INFORMATION 
 

The course uses myCourses to allow students to access resources such as online 
forums established by the instructor for student posting of discussion questions 
prior to the course’s face to face meetings. Students are required to purchase (or 
gain access) to texts reported to the campus bookstore. These texts are also 
available in the library on campus. In addition, students are required to read 
articles for this class. All articles required for students are either available through 
the library or provided by the instructor.  
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17. PROPOSAL CONTACT PERSON 

 
David Hoffman    OR 
(662) 325-7524 
 
Toni Copeland 
(662) 325-7523 
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CONTEMPORARY THEORY IN  
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

Anthropology 8990 
Fall 2012 

W: 3:30-6:00, Cobb 100 
 

Professor: David M. Hoffman 
Office: Cobb Institute, 208  
Office Hours: Monday 11:00–Noon, Thursday 2:00—4:00, or by appointment 
Telephone: 662-375-7524 
E-mail: dhoffman@anthro.msstate.edu 
 
In this course we will cover major developments in cultural anthropology from the mid-20th 
century to the beginning of the 21st. In so doing, the course will cover several major theoretical 
shifts and debates that have occurred in the discipline. In particular, the course will focus on the 
discipline’s difficult relationship with scientific objectivism and positivism vis-à-vis the rise of 
interpretive / humanistic approaches. As well, we will engage with the challenges wrought by 
postmodern and Orientalist critiques, and trace how cultural anthropologists reacted via the crisis 
of representation, the reflexive turn, as well as a renewed focus on ethnographic writing and 
postcolonial theory. We will also cover how cultural anthropology theory and practice have 
coped with the challenges created by globalization. Finally, we will look at the tenuous, yet 
critically important, relationship between anthropology and activism. In sum, this course will 
provide you with a solid background for understanding current theoretical trends in cultural 
anthropology. By the end of the course you should feel comfortable engaging with current 
disciplinary “conversations.” Welcome to the course! 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS (available at the MSU Bookstore):  
1. Erickson, Paul A. & Murphy, Liam D. (2010) Readings for a History of 
Anthropological Theory, 3rd Edition. Toronto: University of Toronto Press 
2. Tsing, Anna L. (2005) Friction: An Ethnography of Global Connection. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. 
3. Edmonds, Alexander (2010). Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, and Plastic Surgery in 
Brazil. Durham: Duke University Press.  
 
ONLINE (myCourses) READINGS:  
Readings that are noted with (myCourses) can be found as an electronic document (PDF) within 
the myCourses page for this course. To access the PDF files, log on to your MyCourses 
webpage, find the course in “My Courses,” and click on the course name to go to the course 
webpage. Once logged into the course webpage, you can see the link to the “Course Readings” 
folder. The readings will be labeled corresponding to the author’s name and the publication date. 
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GRADES, EVALUATION, AND OTHER COURSE POLICIES 

 
1. BASIS FOR CALCULATING GRADES 
Your final grade will be based on the following: 
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE   10% 
ONLINE FORUM QUESTIONS    10% 
SEMINAR LEADERSHIP     20% 
BI-WEEKLY SUMMARY / DISCUSSION PAPER  20% 
MID-TERM TAKE HOME EXAM / ESSAY  20%  
FINAL TAKE HOME EXAM / ESSAY    20% 
                   100% 
 
2. Final course grades will be awarded as follows: 

A    = 90% and above 
B = 80-89% 
C = 70-79% 
D = 60-69% 
F` = Below 60% 
 

 The professor may also adjust final grades on the basis of disabilities and other personal hardships. 
 
3. Attendance: Students are expected to attend all class meetings; attendance will be recorded and missing class 
will have a negative impact on your final grade. TWO (2) unexcused absences will result in a lowered of your 
grade be a letter grade (i.e. B to C). FOUR (4) unexcused absences will lower your grade by two letter grades. 
EVIDENCE MUST BE PROVIDED WITHIN ONE WEEK OF THE ABSENCE OR IT WILL NOT BE 
CONSIDERED!!! 

4. Online Discussion Questions: For each day of class students are required to submit an original question to 
the entire class and the professor for the following day’s discussion. These questions will be based on the reading 
assignments for the next day. Questions will be posted on the myCourses page (a Discussion for each day will be set 
up), and students are required to submit at least one question per reading (i.e. 3 readings = 3 questions). These 
questions should not be: a) short factual questions or b) questions that build on those already submitted by your 
peers (we will have time to build a dialog on questions in the classroom).  

Questions must be submitted to myCourses by 12 Midnight (at the latest) the night prior to class, so that the 
next day’s presenters can read and include these issues in their presentations. Failure to submit questions in a timely 
manner will be considered an incomplete assignment, and will lead to a five (5) point reduction in your “online 
forum questions” grade each time you fail to complete them fully or on time.   

-Questions for Monday class sessions must be submitted by Midnight on Sunday night. 
-Students are exempt from posting the night before they lead the seminar. 

  
5. Bi-Weekly Paper: Approximately every two weeks (see schedule) you are expected to write a critical essay 
that summarizes the main arguments from the readings over the past two weeks. These short essays must be typed 
and carefully proof-read. They will be graded for both content and style. These are due at the beginning of class 
in hard copy. Papers should be no longer than three-pages (double spaced, 12 pt. font). The best essays will utilize 
actual concepts and quotations from the readings to bolster their argument.  
 
6. Seminar Leadership: On, Wednesday, Aug. 29th, each student must select a day that they will be in charge 
of guiding the first half of class discussion (approximately one hour). There is no required format; however, students 
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should avoid lecturing at length to their peers. Instead, emphasis should be placed on encouraging conversation, 
activities or the experiential aspect of the seminar. Students should feel free to be creative in the ways that they 
attempt to involve their peers (and the professor) in the conversation. Presenters must attempt to involve the 
concerns and questions of their peers (culled from questions posted in our online forum) in their leadership. Overall, 
students should be trying to make sure we as a group create a synthesis of the day’s readings. 
 
If you will need the computer & projector for PowerPoint, you must inform me at least a week in advance 
 
7. Take Home Essay / Exams: “Exams” will be given via a taken-home essay assignment at both the mid-
term and the final. For both the mid-term and the final you will be asked to write an 8-10 page (double-spaced, 12 
pt. font, one inch margins) paper in response to questions posed. The essays topic(s) will be distributed at least two 
weeks prior to the date that they are due. The midterm is due in an electronic format (Microsoft Word format only, 
please) by Wed., Oct 17th at 5 PM. The final essay is due electronically (Microsoft Word format only, please) by 
Wed., Dec. 5th, at 5 PM. Please e-mail both assignments to the e-mail address above. These essays will be graded 
on the basis of both content and style, please make sure to proofread them thoroughly. For footnotes and references 
please use the American Anthropologist style guidelines: (http://www.aaanet.org/publications/guidelines.cfm). 
 
8. Writing Center 
You are encouraged to utilize the free services provided by the Mississippi State University’s Writing Center. The 
Writing Center is located on President's Circle across from Allen Hall. You can set up an appointment by dropping 
in, calling 662-325-1045, or by visiting their website (http://www.writingcenter.msstate.edu/) 
The Mississippi State University Writing Center dedicates itself to helping all MSU students to develop as 
writers. To achieve this mission, the Writing Center provides: 
    * Trained interns to assist students with their writing 
    * Computers and software that assist students in drafting and revising their papers. 
    * Print resources—dictionaries, grammar handbooks, documentation handbooks, readers—where students 
can find models to guide their work. 
    * Comfortable tables and chairs, where students can talk with trained Interns about their progress and 
their problems with a given project. 
 
9. Learning Environment: Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate 
learning environment. Students who fail to adhere to behavioral standards may be subject to discipline. Faculty have 
the professional responsibility to treat students with understanding, dignity and respect, to guide classroom 
discussion and to set reasonable limits on the manner in which students express opinions. 

Do not come late to class: Late arrivals disrupt the attention of students and the professor. Please be 
conscientious of your fellow students and arrive to class on time. Consistent late arrivals will affect your 
participation/attendance grade. 

 
Please refrain from side conversations: Again, talking disrupts the educational experience. If you have a 

question or are confused about the material being covered please feel free to interrupt the lecture by asking 
a question to everyone rather than bother just your neighbor. 
 
Cell phones & texting: The use of cell phones during class will not be tolerated. Texting and other web 

surfing is a distraction to your fellow students and yourself. As well, it is disrespectful towards your 
professor and your colleagues. Please refrain from texting and web surfing in class.  

 
10. Academic Dishonesty: All students of the Mississippi State University are responsible for knowing and 
adhering to the academic integrity policy of this institution. The University has adopted an Honor Code for dealing 
with such issues as cheating and plagiarism. Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic misconduct will not 
be tolerated in this course and will be dealt with according to MSU policy. If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding any of these issues please don’t hesitate to ask a question in class, in private, or consult the University’s 
Honor Code website here:  
http://students.msstate.edu/honorcode/ 
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11. Students with Disabilities: If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit to 
me a letter from Disability Support Services in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed. Disability 
Support Services determines accommodations based on documented disabilities. The office of Student Support 
Services and Disability Support Services is located in 01 Montgomery Hall. Their phone is (662) 325-3335, or you 
can visit the website here: http://www.msstate.edu/dept/sss/disabilities/ 
 
12. Harassment: The MSU Policy on harassment applies to all students, staff and faculty. Harassment based 
upon race, color, religion, sex (including sexual harassment), national origin, age, disability or veteran status is a 
form of discrimination in violation of the law and will not be tolerated. Harassment based upon sexual orientation or 
group affiliation is prohibited by this policy and also will not be tolerated. For more information on MSU’s policies 
and procedures on harassment please consult the following website: 
http://www.msstate.edu/dept/audit/0303.html 
 
13. Religious accommodations: Accommodations will be made for those students whose religious 
observations conflict with scheduled exams and assignments. You must notify me at least two weeks in advance of 
any such conflicts, and we will work together to find a suitable solution. Please check your religious calendars 
against the syllabus ahead of time. 
 
 

CONTEMPORARY THEORY OF CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY, FALL 2012: 
Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
Mon., Aug 20th  Course Introduction   
Wed. Aug 22nd   Marx, Weber, 

Durkheim 
 
 

1. Marx & Engels (1888) 
“Bourgeois and Proletarians” in 
Erickson & Murphy, Ch. 1, pp 
22-29. 
 
2. Marx (myCourses) (1844) 
“Estranged Labor” In Charles 
Lemert, Ed., Social Theory: 
The Multicultural and 
Classical Readings, Boulder: 
Westview Press, pp. 36-42. 
 
3. Marx (myCourses) (1867) 
“The Values of Commodities” 
in Charles Lemert, Ed., Social 
Theory: The Multicultural and 
Classical Readings, Boulder: 
Westview Press, pp. 58-67 
 
4. Marx (myCourses) (1867) 
“The Fetishism of 
Commodities” pp. 67-69 
 
5. Marx (myCourses) (1867) 
“Labour, Power and Capital” In 
Charles Lemert, Ed., Social 
Theory: The Multicultural and 

Food & 
Beverage sign-
up  
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
Classical Readings, Boulder: 
Westview Press, pp. 69-74 
 
6. Durkheim (1915) in 
Erickson & Murphy, Ch. 7., pp 
75-88. 
 
7. Durkheim (myCourses) 
(1912) “The Cultural Logic of 
Cultural Representations” In 
Charles Lemert, Ed., Social 
Theory: The Multicultural and 
Classical Readings, Boulder: 
Westview Press, pp. 98-108. 
 
 
8. Weber (1922) “The 
Sociology of Charismatic 
Authority” in Erickson & 
Murphy, Ch. 8, pp. 89-94. 
 
9. Weber (myCourses) (1905) 
“The Spirit of Capitalism and 
the Iron Cage” In Charles 
Lemert, Ed., Social Theory: 
The Multicultural and 
Classical Readings, Boulder: 
Westview Press, pp. 110-114 
 
10. Weber (myCourses) (1909) 
“The Bureaucratic Machine” In 
Charles Lemert, Ed., Social 
Theory: The Multicultural and 
Classical Readings, Boulder: 
Westview Press, pp. 114-120. 
 

Wed., Aug. 29th  Scientists vs. humanists 
I.   

1. Harris, Marvin (1979) “The 
Epistemology of Cultural 
Materialism” in Erickson & 
Murphy, Ch. 24, pp 311-321. 
 
2. Turner, Victor (1967), 
“Symbols in Ndembu Ritual” 
in Erickson & Murphy, Ch. 25, 
pp 322-340. 
 

Seminar 
Leadership 
Days chosen 
 
Bi-weekly #1 
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
3. Geertz, Clifford (1973), 
“Thick Description: Toward an 
Interpretive Theory of Culture” 
in Erickson & Murphy, Ch. 26, 
pp 341-359. 
 
4. Geertz, Clifford 
(myCourses) (1972), “Deep 
Play: Notes on a Balinese 
Cockfight.” Daedalus, 101 (1): 
1-37.  
 
 
Continued next page… 
 
5. Harris, Marvin (myCourses) 
(1985) “The Abominable Pig” 
in Food and Culture: A Reader 
Eds. Carole Counihan, Penny 
Van Esterik, pp. 67-79.  
 
6. Douglas, Mary (myCourses) 
(1966). “The Abominations of 
Leviticus” in Purity and 
Danger: An Analysis of the 
Concepts of Pollution and 
Taboo. London: Routledge, 
pp. 41-57. 
 

Wed., Sep. 5th  Scientists vs. humanists 
II 
 
 

1. Bruner, Edward 
(myCourses) “The Scientists 
vs. the Humanists.” 
Anthropology Newsletter 
 
2. Geertz, Clifford 
(myCourses) (1980) “Blurred 
Genres: The Refiguration of 
Social Thought”, pp. 165-179.  
 
3. Scholte (myCourses) (1972) 
“Toward a Reflexive and 
Critical Anthropology” 
 
4. Spiro, Melford E. 
(myCourses) (1995) “Cultural 
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
Relativism and the Future of 
Anthropology” in G. Marcus, 
Ed. Rereading Cultural 
Anthropology. Durham: Duke 
University Press, pp. 124-151. 
 
5. Wade, Nicholas 
(myCourses) (2010) 
Anthropology as a Science? 
Statemente Deepens a Rift” 
The New York Times 
 
 
Continued next page… 
 
6. Tom Boellstorff  
(myCourses) (2011) “Three 
Comments on Anthropology 
and Science” American 
Anthropologist 113(4): 541-
544. 
 

Wed., Sep 12th  Ethnography and 
Theory 
 
 

1.  Clifford, James 
(myCourses) (1983) “On 
Ethnographic Authority.” 
Representations 1(2): 118-146 
 
2. Sanjek, Roger (myCourses) 
(1990) “On Ethnographic 
Validity.” In R. Sanjek, Ed., 
Fieldnotes. Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press, pp. 385-418.  
3. Wolf, Margery (myCourses) 
“Writing Ethnography: The 
Poetics and Politics of 
Culture.” In A Thrice Told 
Tale. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, pp. 127-139. 
 
4. Hackenburg, Robert 
(myCourses) (1993) 
“Reflections on the Death of 
Tonto and the New 
Ethnographic Enterprise” High 
Plains Anthropologist 11: 12-
27.  

Bi-Weekly #2 
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
 
5. Thornton, Robert J. 
(myCourses) (1995) “The 
Rhetoric of Ethnographic 
Holism.” In G. Marcus, Ed. 
Rereading Cultural 
Anthropology. Durham: Duke 
University Press, pp. 15-33. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed., Sep. 19th  
 
 

Orientalism 1. Said, Edward (1992) 
“Knowing the Oriental” in 
Erickson & Murphy, Ch. 29, 
pp. 392-405.  
 
2. Said, Edward (myCourses) 
(1989) Representing the 
Colonized: Anthropology's 
Interlocutors 
Critical Inquiry 15(2): 205-225 
 
3. Trouillot, Michel-Rolph 
(myCourses) (1991) 
“Anthropology and the Savage 
Slot: The Poetics and Politics 
of Otherness” in Richard G. 
Fox, Ed., Recapturing 
Anthropology: Working in the 
Present. Santa Fe: School of 
American Research Press, pp. 
17-44.  
 
4. Herbert S., Lewis (2007) 
The Influence of Edward Said 
and Orientalism on 
Anthropology, or: Can the 
Anthropologists Speak? Israel 
Affairs 13(4): 774-785. 

 

Wed., Sep. 26th   
 

Postmodernism 
 
 

1. Foucault, Michel. 
(myCourses) (1976). “Power as 
Knowledge.” (excerpt) In 
Charles Lemert, Ed., Social 

Bi-Weekly #3 
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
Theory: The Multicultural and 
Classical Readings, Boulder: 
Westview Press, pp. 518-524. 
 
2. Lyotard, Jean Francois  
(myCourses) (1979). “The 
Postmodern Condition.” 
(excerpt) In Charles Lemert, 
Ed., Social Theory: The 
Multicultural and Classical 
Readings, Boulder: Westview 
Press, pp. 510-513.  
…continued next page… 
3. Baudriallard, Jean 
(myCourses) (1983). 
“Simulacra and Simulations: 
Disneyland.” (excerpt) In 
Charles Lemert, Ed., Social 
Theory: The Multicultural and 
Classical Readings, Boulder: 
Westview Press, pp. 524-529. 
 
4. Harvey, David (myCourses) 
(1990) “Postmodernism” in 
The Condition of 
Postmodernity. Cambridge, 
MA: Blackwell, pp. 39-65. 
 
5. Carneiro, Robert 
(myCourses) (1995) “Godzilla 
Meets New Age Anthropology: 
Facing the Post-Modernist 
Challenge to a Science of 
Culture” Europaea 1: 3-22. 
 
6. Tyler, Stephen A. 
(myCourses) (1986) “Post-
Modern Ethnography: From 
Document of the Occult to 
Occult Document” in James 
Clifford and George Marcus, 
Eds., Writing Culture: The 
Poetics and Politics of 
Ethnography, Santa Fe: School 
of American Research Press.  
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
 
 
 

Wed., Oct. 3rd   
 

Crisis of Representation 
 
 

1. Clifford, James (1986) 
“Partial Truths” in Erickson & 
Murphy, Ch. 34, pp. 469-490.  
 
2. Marcus, George & Fischer, 
Michael M. (1986). “A Crisis 
of Representation in the 
Human Sciences” in Erickson 
& Murphy, Ch. 35, pp. 491-
498.  
 
3. Abu-Lughod, Lila 
(myCourses) (1991) “Writing 
Against Culture” in 
Recapturing anthropology: 
Working in the Present” in 
Richard G Fox, Ed, Santa Fe: 
School of American Research 
Press, pp. 137-162. 
 
4. Scholte, Bill (myCourses) 
(1972) "Toward a reflexive and 
critical anthropology" Scholte 
in Reinventing Anthropology 
Dell Hymes, Ed. Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press, 
pp. 430-457. 
 
5. Robertson, Jennifer 
(myCourses) (2002). 
“Reflexivity Redux: A Pithy 
Polemic on ‘Positionality’” 
Anthropological Quarterly 
75(4): 785-792. 
 

 
Mid-Term 
Essay Question 
Posted 

Wed., Oct. 10th  Gender via a 
contemporary 
ethnography 

1. Edmonds, Alexander (2010). 
Pretty Modern: Beauty, Sex, 
and Plastic Surgery in Brazil. 
Durham: Duke University 
Press.  
 

Bi-Weekly #4 
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
Wed., Oct. 17th  Mid term Exam Due 

electronically by 5 PM 
  

Wed. Oct 24th  Post Colonial Theory 1. Spivak (myCourses) (1988) 
“Can The Subaltern Speak” in 
Cary Nelson and Lawrence 
Grossberg, Ed., Marxism and 
the Interpretation of Culture. 
London: Macmillan. Pp. 66-
111. 
 
2. Chakrabarty, Dipesh 
(myCourses) (2000) “A Small 
History of Subaltern Studies” 
in Henry Schwarz and 
Sangeeta Ray, Eds., A 
Companion to Postcolonial 
Studies. Malden, MA: 
Blackwell, pp. 467-485. 
 
3. Moore, Donald S. 
(myCourses (1998). “Subaltern 
Struggles and the Politics of 
Place: Remapping Resistance 
in Zimbabwe's Eastern 
Highlands.” Cultural 
Anthropology, 13(3): 344-381 
 
4. Scott, David (myCourses) 
(1992) “Criticism and Culture. 
Theory and post-colonial 
claims on anthropological 
disciplinarity” Critique of 
Anthropology 12 (4): 371-394 
 
5. Weeks, Priscilla 
(myCourses) (1990) “Post-
Colonial Challenges to Grand 
Theory” Human Organization 
29(3): 236-244. 

 

Wed., Oct. 31st    
 

Globalization 1. Kearney, Michael 
(myCourses) (1996) “The 
Local and the Global: The 
Anthropology of Globalization 
and Transnationalism” Annual 
Review of Anthropology. 

Bi-Weekly #5 
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
24:547-265. 
….continued next page… 
2. Marcus, George E. 
(myCourses) (1995) 
“Ethnography in/of the World 
System: The Emergence of 
Multi-Sited Ethnography” 
Annual Review of 
Anthropology 24: 95-117.  
 
3. Appadurai, Arjun (1990) 
“Disjuncture and Difference in 
the Global Cultural Economy” 
in Erickson & Murphy, Ch. 38, 
pp. 556-564. 
 
4. Appadurai, Arjun 
(myCourses) (1991) “Global 
Ethnoscapes: Notes and 
Queries for a Transnational 
Anthropology” in Richard G 
Fox, Ed., Recapturing 
Anthropology: Working in the 
Present, Santa Fe: School of 
American Research Press, pp. 
191-210. 
 
5. Ong, Aihwa (myCourses) 
(1996). “Cultural Citizenship 
as Subject-Making: Immigrants 
Negotiate Racial and Cultural 
Boundaries in the United 
States” Current Anthropology, 
37(5): 737-762 
 

Wed., Nov. 7th  
 
 

Globalization II 1. Tsing, Anna L. (2005) 
Friction: An Ethnography of 
Global Connection. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. 

 

Wed., Nov. 14th     
 

Practice Theory 1. Bourdieu (myCourses) 
(1994) "Structures, Habitus, 
and Power: Basis for a Theory 
of Symbolic Power" in 
Culture/Power/History: 
Sahlins, Historical Metaphors 
and Mythical Realities 

Bi-weekly #6 
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
…continued next page… 
2. Bourdieu, Pierre (1982) 
“The Production and 
Reproduction of Legitimate 
Language” in Erickson & 
Murphy, Ch. 33, pp. 451-468. 
 
3. Ortner, Sherry B. (1984) 
“Theory in Anthropology since 
the Sixties” in Erickson & 
Murphy, Ch. 36, pp. 499-529. 
 
4. Karp, Ivan. (myCourses) 
(1986) “Agency and social 
theory: a review of Anthony 
Giddens.” American 
Ethnologist 13(1): 131–137. 
 
5. Baber, Zaheer (myCourses) 
(1991) “Beyond the 
Structure/Agency Dualism: An 
Evaluation of Giddens’ Theory 
of Structuration” Sociological 
Inquiry 61(2): 219–230. 
 
6. Comaroff, John L. 
(myCourses) (1978) 
“Rules and Rulers: Political 
Processes in a Tswana 
Chiefdom” Man, New Series, 
13(1): 1-20. 
 

Mon., Nov. 19th 
 

Historical / Political 
Economy 

Wolf, Eric. R (1982) 
“Introduction [Europe and the 
People without History]” in 
Erickson & Murphy, Ch. 30, 
pp. 406-422. 
 
Asad, Talal (1987) “Are There 
Histories of Peoples Without 
Europe?: A Review Article” in 
Erickson & Murphy, Ch. 31, 
pp. 423-434.  
 
…continued next page… 
 

Final essay 
question 
posted 
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
Mintz, Sidney (myCourses) 
(1997) “Time, Sugar and 
Sweetness” in Food and 
Culture: A Reader, Carole 
Counihan and Penny Van 
Esterik, Eds., New York: 
Routledge, pp. 357-369. 
 
Harvey, David (2004) “The 
‘New’ Imperialism: 
Accumulation Through 
Dispossession” The Socialist 
Register 40: 63-87. 
 

Wed., Nov. 21st   THANKSGIVING   

Wed., Nov. 28th   
 
 

Activism, Anthropology 
& Occupy 

1. Hale, Charles (myCourses) 
(2006) “Activist Research v. 
Cultural Critique: Indigenous 
Land Rights and the 
Contradictions of Politically 
Engaged Anthropology.” 
Cultural Anthropology 21(1): 
96–120. 
 
2. Speed, Shannon 
(myCourses) (2006). “At the 
Crossroads of Human Rights 
and Anthropology: Toward a 
Critically Engaged Activist 
Research” American 
Anthropologist 108(1): 66–76. 
 
3. Knauft, Bruce M. 
(myCourses) (2006) 
Anthropology in the middle 
Anthropological Theory 6 (4): 
407-430. 
 
 
 
…continued next page… 
 
 
4. Graeber, David. 

Bi-Weekly #7 
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Date Topic Assigned Readings Assignments 
(myCourses) (2011) “Occupy 
Wall Street's anarchist roots” 
Al Jazeera 
http://www.aljazeera.com/inde
pth/opinion/2011/11/20111128
72835904508.html. November 
30, 2011. 
 
5. Anderson, Ryan 
(myCourses) (2012) 
“Anthropology & Occupy” 
anthropologies: a collaborative 
online project. 
http://www.anthropologiesproj
ect.org/2012/03/anthropology-
occupy.html March 2012. 

6. Merry, Sally Engle. 
(myCourses) (2005). 
“Anthropology and Activism” 
PoLAR: Political and Legal 
Anthropology Review 28(2): 
240-257. 

7. Hawks, John (myCourses) 
(2011) “What's wrong with 
anthropology?: This field needs 
a kick in the pants.” 
anthropologies: a collaborative 
online project. 
http://www.anthropologiesproj
ect.org/2011/10/whats-wrong-
with-anthropology.html 
October 2011.  
 

 
 
Wed. Dec. 5th  

 
TAKE HOME FINAL DUE 
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